
 
 
        
 
 
  

 
MEDIA RELEASE 
 
 
Sunday  27 September 2026 
 
 
FISHERMEN WELCOME FEDERAL PARLIAMENTARIANS’ ACTION ON NORTH 
QUEENSLAND NET FISHERY 
 
QUEENSLAND’S peak seafood industry body has welcomed support from North Queensland-based federal 
Members of Parliament for continuation of net-fishing. 
 
Townsville-based Senator Susan McDonald and Mackay-based MP Andrew Willcox have written to the State 
Government, urging continuation of the limited gillnet fishery for barramundi beyond the scheduled June 2027 
closure, while a $9 million research project on alternative fishing methods is completed. 
 
Queensland Seafood Industry Association (QSIA) CEO David Bobbermen said the organisation welcomed the 
two federal LNP members writing to the State Primary Industries Minister Tony Perrett and Environment 
Minister Andrew Powell and publicly supporting net fishers. 
 
“Their public intercession on behalf of the family fishers involved in catching barramundi in North Queensland 
came as a surprise to us but is very welcome,” Mr Bobbermen said. “We had already written to Mr Perrett and 
Mr Powell, and we appreciate this support from federal Parliamentarians based in the north and in touch with 
their regional communities.” 
 
Mr Bobbermen said most commercial barramundi fishers had their licences cancelled at the end of 2023 and 
25 so-called NX licence-holders were allowed to continue restricted fishing only till next June. This followed a 
visit of a UNESCO delegation to inspect the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park in 2022. 
 
“The more that the media and politicians examine the UNESCO visit and subsequent fishing bans, the more 
doubts and questions are raised. The whole process looks dodgy. 
 
“Unlike other primary producers along the GBR coast, our fishers were given no opportunity to demonstrate 
their practices or illustrate opportunities for less drastic changes than total prohibition of gillnet-fishing, which is 
completely unjustified,” he said. 
 
“Even the combined submission put to the UNESCO delegation by environmental activists did not call for a 
ban on gillnet fishing, but instead just more controls. 
 
“More and more, it looks like the 2022 visit of a UNESCO delegation was used by the then Queensland 
Government to massively expand its established policy of net-free zones that transferred barramundi and 
other fish from seafood consumers to recreational anglers.”  
 
Mr Bobbermen said that, after the release of the UNESCO delegation’s report recommending restrictions on 
net-fishing, the then Queensland Government took the opportunity in mid-2023 to legislate a virtually 
immediate ban on most gillnet fishers and a complete ban on all gillnet fishing along the Great Barrier Reef 
coast by July 2027. This was later mirrored in federal legislation. 
 
“Without any scientific evidence to justify the decision, the Queensland Government decided to extend its ‘net-
free zones’ from the Rockhampton, Mackay and Cairns regions to cover the entire east coast north of 
Bundaberg, locking away most of the wild-caught barramundi and other species previously available for 
seafood consumers. 



 
“We believe the bans were initiated by the Labor Queensland Government and that the now LNP Queensland 
Government can take steps to extend the fishery, with the cooperation of the Federal Government.  
 
“Queensland fishers value the support of Senator McDonald and Mr Willcox in urging the State Government 
Ministers to commence the process immediately.”     
 
 
Further information: 
David Bobbermen 
Tel 0417 631 353 
Email eo@qsia.com.au  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
About the Queensland Commercial Fishing Industry 
 
The Queensland Commercial Fishing Industry operates along the Queensland Coast using varied apparatus, mainly pots, 
lines, nets and trawling.  Historically, it is an industry important to many small coastal towns. In the most recent economic 
data (2021-22 year), it contributed over $250 million to the State’s GVP.  This contribution was valued at “beach price” – 
which significantly undervalues the industry. Over 900 businesses work in the industry, employing around 3,000 people. 
 
 
About QSIA 
 
Queensland Seafood Industry Association Inc (QSIA) is Queensland’s peak membership-based organisation representing 
businesses in the wild harvest commercial seafood industry in Queensland. Its history dates back over 100 years. 
Membership activity ranges from the NSW border to the NT border and encompasses all forms of commercial fishing – 
namely line, pot, net and trawl. QSIA also has members that provide pre- and post-harvest goods and services to the 
industry. 

The QSIA Vision is: 
The trusted advocate for a profitable, thriving and sustainable Queensland Wild Caught Seafood Industry. 

  
QSIA Mission: 

To champion Queensland’s wild-caught seafood industry, its people, and its communities by enhancing 
profitability, supporting best practices, fostering innovation, and maintaining sustainability. 

  
QSIA is proud and honoured to have Mr Keith Payne VC, AM as its patron. 


