
 
 
        
 
 
  

 
MEDIA RELEASE 
 
28 August 2026 
 
OVERSEAS IMPACTS OF AUSTRALIAN SEAFOOD IMPORTS REVEALED 
 
QUEENSLAND’S peak seafood industry body has welcomed release of a report highlighting the environmental 
and social impacts overseas of importing seafood into Australia. 
 
“Banning harvesting in Australia’s well-managed commercial fisheries and importing more seafood is simply 
exporting issues around environmental damage and social impacts overseas,” Queensland Seafood Industry 
Association (QSIA) CEO David Bobbermen said today. 
 
“Environmental activists constantly demand the offshore impacts of coal and gas exports be calculated but 
seem blind to the damage caused overseas when they demand more and more cuts to seafood harvesting in 
Australia, when those lost local catches are replaced by more imports. 
 
“This report by a team of researchers from James Cook University (JCU) and other institutions highlights the 
way Australia is effectively causing environmental and social harms overseas by unnecessarily restricting 
sustainable fishing here.” 
 
“Australia already imports two-thirds of the seafood eaten here every year and the JCU research reveals the 
impacts this is having overseas.  
 
“The report – entitled ‘Australia’s seafood imports outsource environmental and socioeconomic costs to other 
nations’ – concludes that shutting down fisheries here at the cost of environmental impacts overseas is 
hypocritical. I couldn’t agree more.” 
 
Mr Bobbermen said the researchers have highlighted the global impacts of Australia’s seafood imports, such 
as carbon impacts, water use and habitat degradation, which they say are critical when considering the 
broader environmental footprint of Australia’s seafood imports.  
 
“They also demonstrate that market inequalities, damaging fishing and farming practices, and poor resource 
management have exposed many nations to the risks of economic instability, over-exploitation of marine 
resources, degradation of ecosystems and labour exploitation. 
 
“Their report says ‘The consequences of seafood production and trade are often displaced from nations with 
robust governance and adequate resources to those with weaker regulatory frameworks, exacerbating 
inequalities within communities and the fishing industry, while generating cascading social and economic 
challenges across the entire supply chain’. 
 
“Like the JCU researchers, QSIA believes the environmental and socio-economic impacts of fisheries and 
aquaculture overseas should be more widely discussed as demand for seafood is increasing, and especially 
when there is pressure from environmental activists to shut down sustainable, well-managed fisheries here in 
Australia. 
 
“As the researchers argue, it’s not fair that many nations with extensive commercial fisheries and aquaculture 
– including high numbers of vessels, workers and catch or farming volume – experience food scarcity amongst 
their low-income populations because of seafood exports to wealthy western nations like Australia. 
 



“We believe these are issues that must be taken into account when the Commonwealth and State 
Governments are faced with endless demands from environmental activists for more and more and more 
fishing bans here in Australia.” 
 
Note: To read the original report, see the attached PDF or go to: 
https://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/2976-601X/ae93b7 
 
 
 
Further information: 
David Bobbermen 
Tel 0417 631 353 
Email eo@qsia.com.au  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
About the Queensland Commercial Fishing Industry 
 
The Queensland Commercial Fishing Industry operates along the Queensland Coast using varied apparatus, mainly pots, 
lines, nets and trawling.  Historically, it is an industry important to many small coastal towns. In the most recent economic 
data (2021-22 year), it contributed over $250 million to the State’s GVP.  This contribution was valued at “beach price” – 
which significantly undervalues the industry. Over 900 businesses work in the industry, employing around 3,000 people. 
 
 
About QSIA 
 
Queensland Seafood Industry Association Inc (QSIA) is Queensland’s peak membership-based organisation representing 
businesses in the wild harvest commercial seafood industry in Queensland. Its history dates back over 100 years. 
Membership activity ranges from the NSW border to the NT border and encompasses all forms of commercial fishing – 
namely line, pot, net and trawl. QSIA also has members that provide pre- and post-harvest goods and services to the 
industry. 

The QSIA Vision is: 
The trusted advocate for a profitable, thriving and sustainable Queensland Wild Caught Seafood Industry. 

  
QSIA Mission: 

To champion Queensland’s wild-caught seafood industry, its people, and its communities by enhancing 
profitability, supporting best practices, fostering innovation, and maintaining sustainability. 

  
QSIA is proud and honoured to have Mr Keith Payne VC, AM as its patron. 


