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ANGER OVER LOSS OF BARRAMUNDI FOR S.E. QUEENSLAND SEAFOOD CONSUMERS

THERE has been an angry reaction to a planned ban on harvesting barramundi for seafood consumers in
South-East Queensland.

“This is a bad decision and sends all the wrong signals to commercial fishermen, to recreational angler
lobbyists and to the broader community,” Queensland Seafood Industry Association (QSIA) CEO David
Bobbermen said today.

“Primary Industries Minister Tony Perrett announced, the State Government will introduce new
regulations to reverse the former Labor Government’s decision to allow commercial gillnet fishers to
target barramundi in Southeast Queensland from 1 January 2027.

“This means commercial fishers will no longer be able to net barramundi south of Tin Can Bay. Because of
this decision, the only people who will be able to enjoy eating this prime table fish from SEQ in future are the
tiny fraction of the community equipped to catch their own.

“The decision also raises serious questions about consumers being locked out of access to certain seafood as
climate change and warming seas push some species into new areas. The barramundi is an example: it is a
warm-water species traditionally caught north of Tin Can Bay but has now moved as far south as the Gold
Coast as ocean and inshore waters warm.”

Mr Bobbermen said the Palaszczuk Government had allowed commercial fishers to catch barramundi by net
south of the traditional area down to the NSW border. Mr Perrett had now reversed that decision, claiming
the previous Government had made it without scientific evidence.

“Mr Perrett — after previously saying he was ‘looking forward, not looking back’ with respect to fisheries
management — has set an interesting precedent here. There are several management decisions we believe the
previous Government made without science, and we will be taking these to the Minister for review.”

Mr Bobbermen said the decision rewarded demands for exclusive access to fish by recreational lobbyists and
messaged seafood consumers they had no rights.

“This decision has followed a noisy campaign by a small coterie of rec fishing lobbyists who use a range of
media to amplify their message and pressure the State Government to force commercial fishers out of more
and more areas, denying seafood consumers the opportunity to access the fish they actually own as citizens of
Queensland.



“Giving in to anglers will just encourage them to double-down on their lobbying campaigns. Are we going
down the track of sensible fisheries management based on good science being replaced by fisheries
management based on what’s perceived as good politics?

“Queensland has an expert advisory panel which the State Government says ‘... is consistent with
contemporary best-practice fishery management principles and helps address a key desire of stakeholders for
improved engagement and more evidence-based fisheries management’.

“As far as we’re aware, this issue was not put to the expert advisory panel and you have to wonder why not.
This is exactly the kind of issue that needs expert opinion. Where’s the consultation with industry,
engagement and ‘evidence-based fisheries management’?”

Mr Bobbermen said the State Government needed to examine the fishing pressure being applied by the small
but highly-effective number of anglers targeting premier species like barramundi, especially through the use
of sophisticated electronics.

“Electronic fish-finding equipment allows anglers to pinpoint barramundi and other species and even see how
individual fish react to fishing lures and bait. It makes it easy for them to locate and catch large numbers of
fish. One angler alone reported seeing 100 barramundi in a single outing in the Logan River on his high-tech
underwater sonar equipment.

“There needs to be monitoring of what anglers are catching. Angling lobbyists fight tooth and nail to prevent
compulsory reporting of angling catches, while our commercial catches are recorded minutely, enforced by
the Boating & Fisheries Patrol, and attract heavy fines if commercial fishers make a mistake. So, the
Government is managing our fisheries without knowing how many fish are being caught in total. That’s not
sustainable fisheries management.

“This decision has raised significant issues. Seafood consumers’ rights. Genuine consultation with industry.
The use of scientific expertise. Responsible recreational fisheries management. The impact of warming seas
on fish distribution and future fisheries access. Sustainability. These issues are all in play here.”
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About the Queensland Commercial Fishing Industry

The Queensland Commercial Fishing Industry operates along the Queensland Coast using varied apparatus, mainly pots,
lines, nets and trawling. Historically, it is an industry important to many small coastal towns. In the most recent economic
data (2021-22 year), it contributed over $250 million to the State’s GVP. This contribution was valued at “beach price” —
which significantly undervalues the industry. Over 900 businesses work in the industry, employing around 3,000 people.

About QSIA

Queensland Seafood Industry Association Inc (QSIA) is Queensland’s peak membership-based organisation representing
businesses in the wild harvest commercial seafood industry in Queensland. Its history dates back over 100 years.
Membership activity ranges from the NSW border to the NT border and encompasses all forms of commercial fishing —
namely line, pot, net and trawl. QSIA also has members that provide pre- and post-harvest goods and services to the
industry.

The QSIA Vision is:
The trusted advocate for a profitable, thriving and sustainable Queensland Wild Caught Seafood Industry.

QSIA Mission:



To champion Queensland’s wild-caught seafood industry, its people, and its communities by enhancing
profitability, supporting best practices, fostering innovation, and maintaining sustainability.

QSIA s proud and honoured to have Mr Keith Payne VC, AM as its patron.



