
White Spot
Decontamination of Commercial 

Fishing Vessels and Gear

Please note – the information in this document is general advice in nature.
It is based on information received from the Department of Agriculture & Fisheries.

Purpose

	 Aim to assist in preventing the accidental movement of White Spot from the declared movement control 
area.

Why

	 It is industry’s aim to assist in the process of eradicating white spot and safeguard our livelihoods.

How

	 Certain types of disinfectants (e.g. those containing Benzalkonium chloride or chlorine) are said to be ideal 
for disinfecting fishing, crabbing and trawl equipment that may have been in contact with white spot virus – 
refer to table over page.

When do I decontaminate

	 Before leaving the movement control area, fishers, crabbers and trawl operators should:

	 1.	 Equipment and Actions

a.	 Remove solids and organic matter from equipment including ice baskets, nets, crab pots, lug 
baskets and bins and boat decks – e.g. use a high-pressure or high-volume hose and scrubbing 
brushes.

b.	 Soak and wash aprons, waders, clothes, gloves and other equipment in contact with 
crustaceans in a similar manner.

c.	 After cleaning, apply disinfectant to all surfaces as per instructions below.

d.	 Leave the disinfectant on for a minimum of 10 minutes.

	 2.	 Vessels

a.	 For land based decontamination this should be done in a nominated wash down area.

b.	 Note date and time of decontamination in your ship’s movement log.



Benzalkonium 
Chloride 
Product	

(%) 
active

Min.
amount*
in 10L**

Min.
amount*
in 100L**

Manufacturer /Importer Distributors Approximate 
Price

Redox 
Quaternary 
Ammonium 
Compound

50% 1.5 ml 15 ml Redox Pty Ltd
07 3268 1555
www.redox.com
john.Hornby@redox.com

Redox Brisbane
776 Boundary Road 
Richlands QLD 4077

$900 / 200L

Cidal 10% 7.5 ml 75 ml Castle Chemicals
02 4014 5555
www.castlechem.com.au

Chemzone
07 3245 2851
www.chemzone.com.au

Lindsay Packaging
0428 042874

$75 / 5L
$150 / 25L

Phytoclean 10% 7.5 ml 75 ml Phytoclean Pty Ltd
0412 885 556
www.phytoclean.com.au

Fernland Agencies
Yandina QLD 4561
1800 672 794

$75 / 5L
$200 / 20L
$1450 / 200L

Kildet 
no-rinse 
sanitiser

9% 8.3 ml 83 ml Jasol
1800 334 689
www.jasol.com.au/product/kildet

www.cleaningshop.com.au 
Northside Cleaning supplies
Morayfield 
07 5499 1611

$23 / 5L
$85 / 20L

Santec
no-rinse 
sanitiser

7.5% 10 ml 100 ml	 Jasol
1800 334 689
www.jasol.com.au/product/santec

www.washroomaccessories.com.au
Northside Cleaning supplies
Morayfield 
07 5499 1611

$125 / 20 L

Septone Spice
Septone 
Forest Pine

3% 25 ml 250 ml Septone
Ph. 1800 177 989
www.septone.com.au

Signet.net.au
Blackwoods
Cleaningshop.com.au

$20-25 / 5L
$75-100 / 25L

Chlorine 
Product***

Dairy Chlor 12.5% 16ml 160ml $0.50 / L

Disinfectants containing benzalkonium chloride are 
preferred as they destroy the virus at relatively low 
concentrations, are biodegradable (less toxic to the 
environment), and are readily available in bulk.  These 
are examples of providers of the materials you might 
use to decontaminate your vessel.

* Inactivation of WSSV requires a minimum of 75 mg/L of Benzalkonium chloride or 200mg/L chlorine in water for 10 min. 
** Can use either freshwater or seawater.  *** May degrade net material.

Other disinfectant products containing benzalkonium chloride (BC) can be used provided they are applied as follows:
Minimum quantity of product (in ml) added to 10 L of water = 75 ÷ (% active BC ingredient in product); or
Minimum quantity of product (in ml) added to 100 L of water = 750 ÷ (% active BC ingredient in product).

Other disinfectant products containing chlorine can be used provided they are applied as follows:
	 Minimum quantity of product (in ml) added to 10 L of water = 200 ÷ (% active chlorine ingredient in product); or
	 Minimum quantity of product (in ml) added to 100 L of water = 2000 ÷ (% active chlorine ingredient in product).

Disclaimer:  QSIA provides this information in good faith to inform commercial fishers how to meet QLD Government requirements for 
decontamination of fishing equipment in White Spot control zones. QSIA does not warrant the accuracy of the information supplied and cannot 
accept any form of liability for the contents of this document or for any consequences arising from its use.


