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•Workplace danger: NX licence
rules risk life and limb

• Net bans announced for
Gulf of Carpentaria  

• Environmental impacts on
Spanish mackerel

GOLD COAST FISHING FLEET
FIGHTS FOR ITS RIGHTS
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Front cover: Sue Bartels is a familiar face to seafood lovers on the Gold Coast, selling 
freshly-caught prawns from the trawler Anntine at its mooring on the Southport Spit. 
Major redevelopment on the waterfront means fishing vessel owners using the existing 
pontoons here at Carter’s Basin face an uncertain future but they are fighting for their 
rights – with strong support from the public. (See pages 10-15 for all the details.)

In this edition …
FISHING families in many areas have begun 
the new year trying to cope with impacts 
of radical changes to the gillnet fishery or 
apprehension of what new “reform” might 
be about to befall them in other fisheries.

As President Allan Bobbermen says 
in his column on page 4, fishermen are 
having to cope with poor behaviour 
being demonstrated by fishery managers’ 
actions and decisions, including a poorly-
administered structural adjustment scheme 
and NX licence issues.

And, as CEO David Bobbermen points 
out (page 5), issues with the NX licence 
include the slow rollout and the difficulty 
making a profit because of the large area 
of former grounds closed to fishing on 
December 31.

The weather – particularly Cyclone 
Jasper in mid-December – has given North 
Queensland a real battering but this has also 
been an opportunity for professional fishing 
families to shine as they have volunteered 
their boats and other fishing assets to bring 
vital help to local communities isolated by 
flood damage. (See page 8.)

Longtime mackerel fisherman Tony 
Vass has analysed environmental harm to 
Spanish mackerel stocks – especially loss 
of nutrients from reduced flooding and 
disturbance to spawning grounds – and 
concludes major impacts on stocks have 
been outside industry’s control. (See page 
16.)

Advocating for industry can be a 
tough battle in these times of probably 
unprecedented change, and Tricia Beatty 
– who recently left the front lines after 10 
years as CEO of The NSW Professional 
Fishers Association – has sent a dispatch 
from the trenches. (See page 20.)

And talking about dispatches, former 
Senator Ron Boswell has launched a book 
of recollections from his 30-plus years in 
Federal Parliament – and an even longer 
involvement with the fishing industry. (See 
page 26.)

The Murphy family operations based 
at Hervey Bay continue to grow and 
evolve as they navigate the challenges and 
opportunities of the east coast trawl fishery 
and a large shore-based service facility. (See 
page 28.)

Gold Coast rights fight. Page 10.

Environment impacts on mackerel. (16.)

Ron Boswell recollections. (26.)

Murphy operations expanding. (28.)

Queensland SEAFOODVOLUME 42, No. 1 2024



4 — Queensland Seafood 2024 Number 1 Queensland Seafood 2024 Number 1 — 5

president on the Line From the CEO
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• 2000 - Trawl Plan   • 2009 - Moreton Island Oil/Container Spill
• 2004 - GBRMP RAP   • 2012 - CWTH Adjustment Assistance
• 2006 - Fishing Future Package • 2015 - Net Free Zones Compensation
• 2008 - Latent Effort Symbol Removal • Current - Gladstone Dredging Class Action
• 2008 - Moreton Bay Buyback  • Current - White Spot Disease Class Action

GET ADVICE from someone who understands the fishing industry and has proven experience.
 You only have one crack at it, so MAKE IT COUNT!

FISHERIES STRUCTURAL ADJUSTMENT SCHEME

Great Barrier Reef Marine Park
Great Sandy Marine Park

      •    Do NOT take your first offer from the government.
      •    There are ways to increase your ex gratia payment.
      •    Do you have special circumstances that should be considered?
      •    Get the most for the acquisition of nets or boat refits once announced.
      •    MAXIMISE YOUR CLAIM

 WHY USE ME?
  1.    I know how the fishing industry works.
  2.    I understand that simply looking at logbook data does NOT tell the real story.
  3.    I understand how to demonstrate the size of a loss in a fishing business.
  4.    I’m accessible and approachable (in person, phone or email).
  5.    COST – I will only charge up to the amount offered by the government.
  6.    I have over 20 years of experience helping the QLD fishing industry – eg:

Hope you are coping … New year sees no slowing in pace of 
“reforms” confronting industryHELLO all. I hope you are coping 

with the poor behaviour being 
demonstrated by our fishery managers’ 
actions and decisions.

Those of us who have worked in 
the net fishery are dealing with a poor-
ly-administered structural adjustment 
scheme where they appear to be shift-
ing the goal posts weekly.

The Minister issued a statement 
boasting that this was a generous 
scheme? I am not seeing any generosity 
delivered here.

Data validation seems to be high on 
the agenda, with NX licence-holders 
having to have cameras fitted but with 
no control over who processes the vi-
sion or who the data is made available 
to and, more importantly, what the 
costs will be.

It is my view this rollout is only a pi-
lot trial for the Gulf net fishery.

The trawl fishery has worked its way 
through an agreement on this and will 
have control over the data.

QSIA 2024

Since our AGM, we have had a 
change in the board resulting from 
some board members resigning, and a 
new board has been formed from the 
expression of interest from members.

The board is committed to get-
ting the best outcome for our mem-
bers and there seems to be a good 
level of satisfaction, which was demon-
strated in the recent independent sur-
vey. Thanks to all who participated in 
the survey, as this will help set the tone 
moving forward.

I urge members to contact board 
members or the CEO with any ideas 
you may have to improve issues with 
your fishery or our Association.

A mud crab subcommittee working 
group has been set up to put together 
submissions for the fishery. There are 
mixed messages coming out of Fish-
eries Queensland (FQ) about future 
management of the fishery.

QSIA has had meetings with State 

Opposition parliamentarians and cross-
benchers to gauge what their policies 
will be toward commercial fishing.

While the LNP MPs are sympathet-
ic to what is happening to our industry, 
they are quick to say they have to gain 
14 seats to run the State. My conver-
sations with pollies is they are terrified 
about what the Greens vote will be – 
which is going to be In Labor’s favour.

NX incidents

At the time of writing, there have 
been incidents in the NX fishery where 
the vessel masters are being instruct-
ed to carry out net checks and oth-
er directions, which the masters have 
deemed unsafe.

These have already resulted in a ves-
sel capsize and a fisher being almost 
dragged into the water. The fisher in-
volved in the capsize incident has suf-
fered a financial loss.

Your vessel is deemed as a work-
place and every master is the on-
site manager of this workplace. Refer 
to: our national standard WHSR 2011 
WHSR2011 Chapter 3 General risk and 
workplace management Clause 34 Duty 
to identify hazards.

The national standard goes on to 
the management of the risks which are 
captured in your operations SMS (safe-
ty management system).

FQ have been on ABC radio indicat-
ing that they intend to review the NX 
conditions. Had they listened to fishers 
at the port meetings, we would not be 
in this situation.

QSIA has been working with the 
Fisheries Research & Development 
Corporation (FRDC) to examine fu-
ture fishing alternative methods of fish-
ing. Personally, I think there are too 
many roadblocks for any alternative 
methods to get a green light.

Conclusion

There seems to be a perception that 
our organisation is working for Fisher-
ies Queensland. Bottom line here is we 
have to talk to them and other Govern-
ment departments, at the same time 
being mindful they are not our friends.
There is an old saying: “You can get in 
bed with the enemy but don’t turn the 
light off”.

In the meantime, stay safe and good 
fishing.

Allan

Allan Bobbermen 
President

Dear Members

WELL, the new year has started 
with very little change in the pace of 
“reforms” within our beloved wild-
catch seafood industry.

The new NX gillnet authority for 
the east coast is being rolled out 
much slower than expected. They are 
proving to be very difficult to operate 
and obtain competitive returns due to 
the severe lack of fishing grounds now 
available following the closure of the 
dugong protection zones A and B.

The structural adjustment package 
for the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park 
and Great Sandy Straits Marine Park 
has been published for a couple of 
months, and consistently issues arise 
with it.

F i shermen have  d i scovered 
significant errors in their catch history 
recorded by Fisheries Queensland 
compared with logbook data. The 
one-size-fits-all compensation package 
is disgracefully discriminatory against 
fishers who have worked hard to 
develop a niche (but very lucrative) 
business model.

The F i sher ies  Act  requ i res 
compensation of three years of lost 
income. This is not what is being 
provided. A significant cohort of fishers 
are hundreds of thousands of dollars 
out of pocket due to the lazy approach 
being adopted by Fisheries Queensland 
and the “black box” deliberations of 
the Future Fisheries Task Force.

The east coast otter trawl industry 
has many challenges ahead of it this 
year.

Its WTO (Wildlife Trade Operation) 
approval is due to be renegotiated 
under the Environment Protection 
and Biodiversity Conservation Act 
1999 (the EPBC Act) with the Federal 
Government.

Fisheries Queensland appears to 
have left meeting commitments of 
the current WTO approval way too 
late and there is a real risk that this 
fishery may not have its WTO approval 
renewed.

This alone could well push a number 
of trawl operators out of business.

QSIA has been trying to ascertain 
just how much east coast prawn is 
being exported. While an exact figure is 
not known, it is estimated that it could 
be as high as 20 per cent of the catch. 
If this was dumped on the domestic 
market, I believe prices will collapse. 
The industry cannot afford lower 
prices with its already high operating 
costs.

Consultation has just closed for 
the ocean beach fishery to be WTO-
approved. QSIA lodged a brief 
submission in support of this, as it will 
significantly boost the value of this 
fishery. Let’s hope there is some good 
news with this in the coming months.

The mud crab industry is also 
bunkering down, with storm clouds 
ahead. A proposal for “reform” has 
been floated by a small group of 
crabbers wanting to increase the 
barriers of entry, without compellingly 
outlining the distinct advantages to the 
industry.

QSIA has conducted a survey which 
clearly indicates that more than 80 per 
cent of mud crabbers do not support 
this proposal. This data was submitted 
at a working group meeting last year 
but appears to have been ignored.

H o w  c a n  t h e  Q u e e n s l a n d 
Government demand businesses 
increase their investment while still 

maintaining an investment warning 
over the fishery? Is this an own-goal by 
industry, providing Government with 
the ammunition they need to prosecute 
more “reforms” in an election year? 
Only time will tell.

I have been thinking a lot recently 
about the enormous geographical 
spread of the Queensland fishing 
industry. What works well in one 
region may well fail in another. What 
suits one group of fishermen may not 
suit another group of fishermen. I do 
not have a solution to this issue, but 
believe the industry needs to work 
together better, and appreciate the 
unique perspectives.

QSIA has a very small budget. While 
efforts are being made to expand its 
revenue base to include corporate 
support and research, it is highly 
unlikely that it will ever have the 
resources of the compulsory levy era.

This is a shame, as there is so much 
demand for the services of an industry 
body. Properly funded, we could do so 
much more. QSIA knows that fishers 
are struggling, so revenue must come 
from alternative sources.

It gives me no joy in writing such 
a bleak message but I cannot see any 
silver lining. We will continue to seek 
to influence change but this is a slow 
process. We all know Government is 
quick to take, but very slow at giving 
back.

Regards,

David

David Bobbermen 
CEO

Fisheries Research & Development Corporation (FRDC) representatives recently visited Townsville, 
Ayr, Airlie Beach and Mackay on a trip to meet with local fishers, especially net fishers, facilitated 
by QSIA. This photo shows FRDC Deputy Chair Chris Calogeras (left) and FRDC Managing Director 
Patrick Hone, with QSIA Patron Keith Payne, VC, meeting fishers at Debbies Seafood in Mackay.
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NEWS . . . NEWS . . . NEWS

KATTER’S Australian Party (KAP) 
Deputy Leader Nick Dametto has 
attacked rules for the new NX licence, 
saying they put fishers’ lives in jeopardy.

If the State Government don’t act, he 
warned, they should be held vicariously 
liable for any fisher’s accident or death.

“The Queensland Government 
and the Department of Fisheries are 
under fire this week after footage 
was released of a commercial fisher’s 
near miss whilst servicing a gillnet near 
Ingham,” Mr Dametto said in a media 
release on February 23.

“Commercial gillnet fisher Darcy 
Fazio was attempting to check his net 
in accordance with the two-hour time 
limits placed on fishers to service nets 
under the new NX licence conditions.

“The footage shows Mr Fazio’s hand 
becoming tangled in the net and the 
strength of the current almost resulted 
in Mr Fazio being pulled overboard into 
crocodile-infested waters.

“Mr Fazio said, under his previous 
fishing licence, he would have checked 
and serviced the nets when it was safe 
to do so and in accordance with his 
Safety Operating Procedures.”

Darcy Fazio, who joined Mr 
Dametto (his local MP for the seat of 
Hinchinbrook) and seafood retailer 
Lucas Dansie to talk to journalists, said 
the rules had forced him into an unsafe 
situation.

“The new NX licence stipulates 
that our nets must be checked every 
two hours, regardless of the current, 
which creates an unsafe situation such 
as exactly what happened the other 
night,” Darcy said.

“That incident happened because 
the current was too strong and, if I had 
not been pulled back, the worst case 
scenario was I would have been run 
over by the boat and killed or taken by 
a crocodile.

“The crocodiles where we fish 
are massive and one of them hanging 

around that night would have been 
about 18 foot long.

“Towards the low and top end of 
the tide is when the current is at its 
slackest and that’s when we would 
normally check our nets and bring the 
gear in too.

“We’ve been fishing for 40 years and 
we know how to avoid unsafe situations 
like that. It’s these new rules that have 
been made by people in offices that are 
endangering my life.”

Lucas Dansie, from North Shore 
Seafood, said professional fishers are 
called “professional” for a reason and 
it should be their call to make when 
the conditions are safe for them check 
their nets.

“We’ve got Government legislation 
that has made blanket rules where 
they’ve decided what should be done 
without any care or attention as to how 
these people actually fish,” Lucas said.

“At no time during the creation of 
the NX licences and the conditions did 
the Government consult with fishers to 
come up with a game plan that would 
actually work and be safe.

“If you raised a safety concern like 
this in any other industry, it would be 
brought up and acted on immediately.

Negligent NX licence conditions 
“put fishers’ lives in jeopardy”

“Someone has to be held to blame 
here and it’s not the fisher: he’s doing 
what he’s told.”

Mr Dametto said that the footage 
of Mr Fazio’s near miss should serve 
as a wake-up call to the Fisheries 
Department and Minister Furner.

“It’s been anything but smooth sailing 
when it comes to the implementation 
of the NX licence,” he said.

“The problem with the NX licence 
is we have got unworkable conditions 
that have created unsafe fishing 
operations that actually breach a lot of 
commercial fishers’ Safety Operating 
Procedures.

“The lives of commercial fishers 
have been put in jeopardy with the 
current conditions.

“What makes it worse, I recently 
sat down with the Minister’s staff and 
departmental officers, and tried to 
explain some of these problems and 
how they are affecting the safety of 
workers. All they could say was that 
they’re going to review the conditions 
in 12 months, which is ludicrous.

“If there was a safety issue on a mine 
site or construction site, it would be 
‘tools down’ immediately and they’d 
be fixing that problem. Instead, all we 

get from this Government is a review 
in 12 months’ time.

“We could have someone maimed 
or even lose their life out there in that 
period of time. If the State Government 
is true to their word and want to work 
with commercial fishers to make sure 
there is an industry moving forward, 
they must work hand in glove.

“I’m calling on the State Government 
to immediately review the NX licence 
conditions and continue to do so on 

Lucas Dansie, Nick Dametto MP and Darcy Fazio: “fishers’ lives in jeopardy from NX rules”.

a rolling basis. There is no reason 
workers’ safety should be put at risk 
for another 12 months.

“If the State Government don’t act 
now, they should be held vicariously 
liable for any accident or death.”

Note: To view video footage 
of the incident, go to: https://
www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/
w8p4cxcg44424sdv3opbx/20240214-
Fishing-incident.mp4?rlkey=j3s9fz5es
x1jklykmbmqzur6o&e=1&dl=0

AMSA statement
FOLLOWING discussions between 
QSIA and representatives of the 
Federal Government’s Australian 
Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA), 
the Authority’s Manager Operations 
North, Justin Williams, has provided 
QSIA with the following statement.

“The Australian Maritime Safety 
Authority (AMSA) oversees the safety 
regulations for domestic commercial 
vessels (DCVs) in Australia, including 
commercial fishing vessels.

“DCVs are required to possess 
either a valid Certificate of Survey, 
Certificate of Operation, or operate 
under a National Law exemption to 
comply with the relevant regulations. 
These certifications determine the 

maximum number of individuals 
allowed on board, accounting for 
factors such as vessel size, design, and 
operational use.

“It is imperative for all stakeholders 
in the maritime industry to adhere 
to regulations pertinent to their 
operations to safeguard the vessels, 
environment, and individuals involved.

“For any further information 
please contact AMSA Connect on 
1800 627 484, or your local AMSA 
representative.” 

QSIA members are welcome to give 
me a call for more information.

David Bobbermen 
CEO, QSIA 

(Tel 0417 631 353)

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/w8p4cxcg44424sdv3opbx/20240214-Fishing-incident.mp4?rlkey=j3s9fz5esx1jklykmbmqzur6o&e=1&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/w8p4cxcg44424sdv3opbx/20240214-Fishing-incident.mp4?rlkey=j3s9fz5esx1jklykmbmqzur6o&e=1&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/w8p4cxcg44424sdv3opbx/20240214-Fishing-incident.mp4?rlkey=j3s9fz5esx1jklykmbmqzur6o&e=1&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/w8p4cxcg44424sdv3opbx/20240214-Fishing-incident.mp4?rlkey=j3s9fz5esx1jklykmbmqzur6o&e=1&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/w8p4cxcg44424sdv3opbx/20240214-Fishing-incident.mp4?rlkey=j3s9fz5esx1jklykmbmqzur6o&e=1&dl=0
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DISASTERS often highlight many 
unsung community legends and, dare I 
say it, heroes. In the wake of multiple 
weather events in North Queensland 
over the summer, a number of 
professional fishermen stepped up to 
help their local communities.

Just one example is the Dunn 
family from Bloomfield, between 
Port  Doug las  and Cooktown.  

They are a multi-generational fishing 
family from the area, who themselves 
suffered significant loss in the terrible 
flooding that followed Cyclone Jasper 
in December.

Nonetheless, during the flooding 
they still helped others before worrying 
about their own issues. I am told that 
they literally saved lives during the 
event.

This is an excellent example of how 
professional fishers are an integral part 
of the fabric in the rural communities 
they live in, and vital in times of cyclone 
and other extreme weather events, 
when their knowledge of waterways 
and use of their boats and other gear 
can really be a lifesaver.

The link below goes to a Facebook 
post with a video of just one of the 
activities the Dunn family were involved 
in during the floods, in this case Alec 
Dunn, appropriately described as a local 
hero, loading the trawler he skippers 
– Young Guns – with fuel and essential 
stores in Cooktown to help severely-
affected residents in the Bloomfield 
area: https://lnkd.in/gN469Yu8

From the comments under the 
Facebook post, you can see what some 
local residents think about this selfless 
act, comments like “You guys are 
legends”, “Onya Sean and Alec, bloody 
awesome” “Proud of you and the 
team”, “Awesome.!!!”, “Great work 
Rueben and Alec and everyone”, “Best 
crissy gift you could get” “True bloody 
Aussies” and “Amazing”

That’s how legends are made.

Thank-you to everyone in our 
industry who stepped up to help their 
local communities. Great work.

Cyclonic drenching

Cyclone Jasper wasn’t expected 
to cause severe damage, crossing the 
coast on December 13 just north of 
Port Douglas as “only” a category two 
storm – but then it took almost five 
days to move west, leaving a metre or 
more of rain in some areas.

Reg iona l  communi t ies  were 
devastated, with countless homes 
flooded. Many people had to be 
evacuated. Especially hard hit were 
roads networks – blocked by landslips 
and washouts – and mobile phone 
reception, making the access to 
fuel and stores by fishing boats and 
communication by ship’s radio so 
vitally important.

It wasn’t the intensity of Cyclone 
Jasper that made it unusual but its slow 
speed and the incredible amount of 
rain it generated.

It was more like the monsoonal 
trough that sat west of Townsville 
for so long in January-February 2019, 
drenching the entire region and causing 
severe floods.

With Cyclone Jasper, more than a 
century of flood records were broken 
in rivers just outside of Cairns and the 
Daintree and the surrounding region.

Figures from the Bureau of 
Meteorology showed more than two 
metres of rain fell at Mossman Gorge 
region and 1.9 metres at the Kuranda 
Railway Station.

CYCLONE SEASON

Fishing boat owners step up in 
cyclone aftermath
by David Bobbermen

Alec Dunn on “Young Guns”.

More details on 
Gulf netting 
bans released
QUEENSLAND Fisheries Minister 
Mark Furner has announced “gillnet-
free fishing zones” will be imposed in 
the Gulf of Carpentaria.

They will shut down fishing in massive 
areas from May 17.

Below is  the media release 
distributed in the Minister’s name on 
February 29, under the heading “New 
net-free fishing zones planned for Gulf 
of Carpentaria and adjustment package 
for industry”.

RR .From May this year new gillnet fishing 
zones will be introduced in the Gulf
RR More than 4000 submissions provided 
feedback on consultation paper
RR Industry assistance and adjustment 
package to be rolled out
RR Full suite of changes to be announced 
within weeks

Gillnet-free fishing zones will be 
established in the Gulf of Carpentaria as 
part of structural changes to commercial 
fishing from the west coast of Queensland 
to the Northern Territory border.

Fishing with gillnets will be prohibited 
in the zones to prevent adverse impacts 
on threatened species from gillnet 
fishing, while making provision for 
continued fishing to support strong local 
communities as well as local and regional 
seafood supply.

A  d i scuss ion  paper  out l in ing 
proposed future management options 
for commercial fishing in the Gulf was 
opened for public consultation late last 
year, with 4104 submissions and survey 
responses received indicating majority 
support for additional net free zones.

The final locations and design of gillnet-
free zones in the Gulf of Carpentaria 
are still to be finalised, but Minister 
for Agricultural Industry Development 
and Fisheries and Minister for Rural 
Communities Mark Furner said the 
gillnet-free zones would commence on 
17 May. Final details on the locations will 
be announced in early April after further 
consultation.

Between October and December last 
year stakeholder consultation occurred 
on the following draft four zones:

RR Northern Zone - all rivers and creeks 
and nearshore waters from Thud Point 
north to the tip of Cape York.

RR The Western Zone - all rivers and 
creeks and nearshore waters from the 
border with the Northern Territory 
east to Johns Creek, including all N3 
waters around the Wellesley Islands.
RR The Norman River Zone - all remaining 
waters of the Norman River and 
associated tributaries.
RR The Pormpuraaw Zone - all rivers, 
creeks, and nearshore waters between 
Balurga Creek and the Chapman River, 
including nearshore waters north 
of Balurga Creek and south of the 
Chapman River.

Other measures considered during the 
consultation period included:

RR Short to medium-term actions to 
rebuild king threadfin stocks;
RR Implementation of a new harvest 
strategy;
RR Improved reporting arrangements; and
RR Implementation of independent 
onboard monitoring.

A copy of the consultation report is 
available on our website.

Final outcomes from the consultation 
are expected to be announced in 
the coming weeks once the fishery 
working group and Sustainable Fisheries 
Independent Expert Panel have met.

LATE NEWS Gulf fishermen 
scathing on ban
GULF of Carpentaria fishermen’s 
representatives have launched a 
scathing attack on the Queensland 
Government’s planned net bans.

They described the plan as “rushed 
and reckless” and said the Government 
was “steal(ing) commercial fishing 
rights and regional jobs in a desperate 
bid for re-election”.

A statement on March 4 from the 
Gulf of Carpentaria Commercial 
Fishermen Association (GOCCFA) 
said: “This is a pre-determined 
decision made by the Federal and 
State Labor Governments prior to any 
proper public consultation.”

GOCCFA said the bans would:

RR set up the fishery ultimately for 
economic failure; 
RR destroy a key part of North 
Queensland’s food supply chain; 
RR increase the cost of Australian fish 
during a cost-of-living crisis; and 
RR destroy regional employment 
a c ros s  Nor thern  Aus t r a l i a 
communities, including Karumba, 

Weipa, Burketown, Normanton, 
Cairns and Townsville. 

“If Premier Miles is listening, the Gulf 
of Carpentaria Commercial Fishers 
Association calls on the Queensland 
Labor Government to remove 
Minister Furner and Minister Linard, 
their advisors and senior bureaucrats, 
and calls for an independent review of 
Fisheries Queensland.

“The Premier should rescind his 
Government’s looming decision on 
additional net closures in the Gulf of 
Carpentaria from 17 May 2024.”

Katter attacks Gulf net bans

Katter’s Australia Party (KAP) State 
leader Robbie Katter has attacked the 
net ban decision, saying the economic 
effects would be felt throughout 
north-west coastal communities.

“Eighty per cent of the Gulf ’s 
commercial fishing sector, which 
supports untold local jobs and injects 
significant economic activity into the 
region, will be destroyed overnight 
with the confirmation of the bans,” Mr 
Katter said.

“The epicentre of that fallout will 
be Karumba, which is a town built 
essentially on commercial fishing.”

https://lnkd.in/gN469Yu8
https://daf.engagementhub.com.au/gulf-of-carpentaria-fishery
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PORT NEWS

Gold Coast operators hopeful fishing fleet won’t 
be forced out of Southport Spit
Professional fishermen are hopeful that one of the Gold Coast’s iconic experiences – buying seafood direct 
from trawlers at The Spit – won’t soon be a thing of the past.

FISHERMEN had feared Queensland 
Government development plans for 
the Southport Spit trawler base would 
make continued operations impossible 
and risk the future of the Gold Coast 
fishing industry.

However, a campaign by the Gold 
Coast Fishermen’s Co-operative, 
strong public support and a personal 
visit by a State Government Minister 
have g iven f i shermen greater 
confidence.

Gold Coast Fishermen’s Co-
operative spokesman Richard Hamilton 
said the visit by State Development & 
Infrastructure Minister Grace Grace 
in late February had been “a positive 
move”.

“The Minister was well briefed, 
seemed to understand our concerns 
and gave us a good hearing,” Richard 
said.

“Along with senior Ministerial and 
Departmental staff, she walked from 
one end of our waterfront lease to 
the other with Co-op Chairman Mark 

Thompson, member Lisa Jacobson 
from tuna producer Prime Fish and me, 
and we had a good chance to explain 
in detail the problems that would be 
caused by the current plans for the site.

“As far as I know, Ms Grace is the 
first Minister to make the effort to 
visit the site and see it for themselves, 
certainly in recent years.

“She understands now we are not 
some little tinpot operation and has 
a good understanding of the setup 
and what the fleet here needs to 
work efficiently. It left us feeling more 
positive.

“She even bought some prawns off 
one of the trawlers to take home.”

Redevelopment risk

The fishing fleet has held a lease over 
its current base on the Southport Spit 
– at Carter’s Basin, adjacent to Sea 
World – for more than 50 years.

However, Richard told the media in 
January that the operators of trawlers, 
tuna boats and spanner crab boats 
based there felt they faced a very 
uncertain future.

“We had a 30-year lease initially from 
1970 and since then just an ongoing 
series of short leases. Our current 
two-year lease expires in April and a 
developer will get the new lease.

“At the same time, the Queensland 
Government is going to squeeze a 
whole lot of marine-tourism boats 
into the area we currently occupy at 
Cater’s Basin.

“The redevelopment of the Mariners 
Cove marina – a little further south on 
the Southport Spit – has resulted in the 

Gold Coast Fishermen’s Co-operative Secretary Richard Hamilton, spokesperson for professional 
fishing operators based on the Southport Spit.

This is the area scheduled for redevelopment: actually reducing the length of the waterfront land 
currently available to professional fishing boats (and effectively cutting out the equivalent of two 
pontoons).

The fishing base at Carter’s Basin is north of Mariners Cove (where tourism-related vessels are being displaced by a new “white glove” marina) and 
south of the Seaworld theme-park carpark.
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displacement of the marine tourism 
operators such as the jet boats and 
sailing charters.

“ The  Depar tment  o f  S ta te 
Development sems to think it can solve 
that problem by squeezing us all into a 
reduced site at Carter’s Basin.

“There  have been mul t ip le 
discussions with the State Government 
over many years but with no genuine 
consultation or practical outcomes.

“ They  haven’ t  l i s t ened  to 
what we need,” he said. “They 
just  te l l  us what they want.” 
“In talks with the Department, the Co-
op had made it clear that their current 
plans for Carter’s Basin fail to provide a 
viable future for the fishing fleet.

“The trawlers ,  the  export-
generating tuna boats and the spanner 
crabbers that make up the Co-op are 
all family-owned primary producers.  
“Unfortunately, the Department’s 
vision for The Spit seems to be miles 
and miles of elite resorts, leaving 
insufficient room for small marine-
based businesses.”

Richard said the Co-op had organised 
a petition to State Parliament regarding 
this “very real threat to our future”.

“In just the first three days, more 
than a thousand customers signed 
it. They have also written terrific 
messages of support. We have really 
strong community support.

“Over a quarter of a mill ion 
customers—both locals and tourists -- 

buy seafood from our boats every year. 
People are horrified at the prospect 
of the Co-op being forced out.” 
Richard said the State Government 
formally called for development 
proposals from would-be developers 
on January 22, after preliminary 
detai ls had been released just 
three days  before Chr istmas. 
Development proposals for the 
Government’s consideration must be 
submitted by March 4.

The Department’s plan is that the 
successful bidder will receive the lease 
for the Carter’s Basin site.

The big squeeze

“The area currently used by the 
fishing fleet – nine pontoons for 18 
vessels plus a wharf for tuna unloading 
– will basically be turned into a base for 
marine tourism. That’s just not going to 
work.

“As well, customers purchasing 
seafood off the side of trawlers need to 
be able to park. Yet the Government’s 
plan would reduce the area available 
for parking.

“The Co-op started off in 1970 with 
a 30-year lease from the Queensland 
Government but, since that expired in 
the year 2000, we have been granted 
only short-term two-year leases.

“At the same time, our infrastructure 
desperately needs to be upgraded. As I 
said, our current lease runs out in April, 
so everyone is very uncertain about the 
future.

“Working with the tourism body 

Destination Gold Coast and other local 
groups, we have previously outlined 
plans for an enhanced experience at 
Carter’s Basin, in accordance with the 
Queensland Government’s own Spit 
Master Plan.

“We operate a working port and 
provide an authentic experience for 
locals and tourists alike. That should 
continue.

“If the Queensland Government 
persist with their plan to sell off the 
lease to a developer, there is every 
chance the lucrative tuna boat industry 
will be forced to relocate to New 
South Wales.

“The NSW Government supports 
its fishing industry, and provides 
maintenance and upgrading of facilities, 
along with security of tenure and a 
rent that is affordable. You can see an 
example of that just down the road at 
Tweed Heads.

“The Queensland Government 
shou ld  do  the  same th ing . ” 
R ichard sa id  the Gold  Coast 
Fishermen’s Co-operative was calling 
on the Queensland Government to:

RR put on hold the tender for part of 
Carter’s Basin until a more realistic 
alternative is found, in consultation 
with the key stakeholders;
RR abide by the Spit Master Plan, which 
shows the fishing fleet in its current 
location;
RR provide the Co-op with a long-term 
lease over its existing site;
RR follow the NSW model for managing 
fishing co-ops; and

This is the current professional fishing fleet at Carter’s Basin, with boats paired on nine pontoons (plus a tuna-unloading wharf to the right, out of 
shot in this photo).

The existing tourism marina at Mariners Cove will be replaced by a yacht marina to be 
developed as part of a new hotel complex.

Tourism boats – already packed fairly tight into their existing marina – are now expected 
to squeeze in with a fleet of professional fishing boats.

Seafood buyers need easy access to the fishing boats, something provided by the 
current arrangement of multiple pontoons and walkways spread along the waterfront.

A diverse range of tourism vessels operate in and around the Southport Broadwater 
throughout the day.

Tourism-related vessels provide a range of experiences for Gold Coast visitors.

How will seafood buyers be able to park and load their purchases into their cars when 
tourists need car spaces as well while they take part in waterborne activities?
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RR accommodate the displaced marine 
tourism operators at the northern 
part of Carter’s Basin, not included 
in the proposed site release.

Community support

The Gold Coast Fishermen’s Co-
operative has received broad support 
from community and tourism groups, 
including the local Main Beach 
Association (MBA).

Spokeswoman Sue Donovan said 
MBA members were helping the Co-
op collect signatures for its petition.

“When the State Government 
released their statement about 
the imminent site release on the 
Friday before Christmas, the Co-op 
immediately swung into action and 
prepared a petition seeking support 
from their customers at Carter’s Basin.

“In only three days, over the holiday 
period, they gathered over 1,000 
signatures,” said Sue, speaking in mid-
January.

“Since then, several thousand more 
people have signed, providing valuable 
data on where the Co-op customers 
come from. Somewhat surprisingly, 
many come from Brisbane, Beenleigh, 
Nerang and the Scenic Rim.

“Although the freshness of the 
seafood and the extremely reasonable 
prices are a huge drawcard, the main 
reason that people come down to The 
Spit so early in the morning is that they 
love the authentic experience of buying 
directly from the trawlers.

“They are horrified at the idea that 
the trawlers are under threat due 
to the sale of the site lease by the 
Queensland Government.

“We are certain that Premier 
Steven Miles and new Minister of State 
Development Grace Grace are aware 
of the huge amount of public support 
for the fishing fleet and the need for the 
lease to require a reasonable rent to be 
provided to the Co-op as is appropriate 
for primary industry businesses.”

Note: To see the area marked for 
redevelopment, go to: Carter’s Basin 
market release | City of Gold Coast

Vessel-owners wanting to retain their berths at Carter’s Basin have been pleased, if not 
surprised, by the strong support they have received from loyal customers.

Richard Hamilton says cooked and live spanner crabs are in constant demand from a 
mix of returning local residents and visiting overseas tourists.

Tanned locals enjoying a front-row water view while sharing a kilo of fresh prawns (and 
feeding the local bream population).

Overseas tourists find the opportunity to sample fresh local seafood direct from the 
boats a real attraction.

Media support
THE Gold Coast professional fishing 
fleet has had good support from local 
media, especially the Gold Coast Bulletin 
newspaper.

This includes a front-page story, 
support in the newspaper’s editorial 
and positive opinion pieces.

To read some of these articles (if 
you are reading the electronic version 
of the magazine), click on the live links 
below.

https://todayspaper.
goldcoastbulletin.com.au/
html5/reader/get_clipping.
aspx?edid=59b3b469-687d-4b2b-
8faf-a6db008bd195&pnum=1&timest
amp=20240109072917286 

https://todayspaper.
goldcoastbulletin.com.au/
html5/reader/get_clipping.
aspx?edid=59b3b469-687d-4b2b-
8faf-a6db008bd195&pnum=2&timest
amp=20240109073411288

https://todayspaper.
goldcoastbulletin.com.au/
html5/reader/get_clipping.
aspx?edid=59b3b469-687d-4b2b-
8faf-a6db008bd195&pnum=30&times
tamp=20240109073640850

https://todayspaper.
goldcoastbulletin.com.au/
html5/reader/get_clipping.
aspx?edid=de0e57e3-0ce7-4ba0-
8c87-e4c9a2a8af5b&pnum=12&times
tamp=20240112030155455

https://www.goldcoast.qld.gov.au/Services/Projects-works/Carters-Basin-market-release
https://www.goldcoast.qld.gov.au/Services/Projects-works/Carters-Basin-market-release
https://todayspaper.goldcoastbulletin.com.au/html5/reader/get_clipping.aspx?edid=59b3b469-687d-4b2b-8faf-a6db008bd195&pnum=1&timestamp=20240109072917286
https://todayspaper.goldcoastbulletin.com.au/html5/reader/get_clipping.aspx?edid=59b3b469-687d-4b2b-8faf-a6db008bd195&pnum=1&timestamp=20240109072917286
https://todayspaper.goldcoastbulletin.com.au/html5/reader/get_clipping.aspx?edid=59b3b469-687d-4b2b-8faf-a6db008bd195&pnum=1&timestamp=20240109072917286
https://todayspaper.goldcoastbulletin.com.au/html5/reader/get_clipping.aspx?edid=59b3b469-687d-4b2b-8faf-a6db008bd195&pnum=1&timestamp=20240109072917286
https://todayspaper.goldcoastbulletin.com.au/html5/reader/get_clipping.aspx?edid=59b3b469-687d-4b2b-8faf-a6db008bd195&pnum=1&timestamp=20240109072917286
https://todayspaper.goldcoastbulletin.com.au/html5/reader/get_clipping.aspx?edid=59b3b469-687d-4b2b-8faf-a6db008bd195&pnum=1&timestamp=20240109072917286
https://todayspaper.goldcoastbulletin.com.au/html5/reader/get_clipping.aspx?edid=59b3b469-687d-4b2b-8faf-a6db008bd195&pnum=2&timestamp=20240109073411288
https://todayspaper.goldcoastbulletin.com.au/html5/reader/get_clipping.aspx?edid=59b3b469-687d-4b2b-8faf-a6db008bd195&pnum=2&timestamp=20240109073411288
https://todayspaper.goldcoastbulletin.com.au/html5/reader/get_clipping.aspx?edid=59b3b469-687d-4b2b-8faf-a6db008bd195&pnum=2&timestamp=20240109073411288
https://todayspaper.goldcoastbulletin.com.au/html5/reader/get_clipping.aspx?edid=59b3b469-687d-4b2b-8faf-a6db008bd195&pnum=2&timestamp=20240109073411288
https://todayspaper.goldcoastbulletin.com.au/html5/reader/get_clipping.aspx?edid=59b3b469-687d-4b2b-8faf-a6db008bd195&pnum=2&timestamp=20240109073411288
https://todayspaper.goldcoastbulletin.com.au/html5/reader/get_clipping.aspx?edid=59b3b469-687d-4b2b-8faf-a6db008bd195&pnum=2&timestamp=20240109073411288
https://todayspaper.goldcoastbulletin.com.au/html5/reader/get_clipping.aspx?edid=59b3b469-687d-4b2b-8faf-a6db008bd195&pnum=30&timestamp=20240109073640850
https://todayspaper.goldcoastbulletin.com.au/html5/reader/get_clipping.aspx?edid=59b3b469-687d-4b2b-8faf-a6db008bd195&pnum=30&timestamp=20240109073640850
https://todayspaper.goldcoastbulletin.com.au/html5/reader/get_clipping.aspx?edid=59b3b469-687d-4b2b-8faf-a6db008bd195&pnum=30&timestamp=20240109073640850
https://todayspaper.goldcoastbulletin.com.au/html5/reader/get_clipping.aspx?edid=59b3b469-687d-4b2b-8faf-a6db008bd195&pnum=30&timestamp=20240109073640850
https://todayspaper.goldcoastbulletin.com.au/html5/reader/get_clipping.aspx?edid=59b3b469-687d-4b2b-8faf-a6db008bd195&pnum=30&timestamp=20240109073640850
https://todayspaper.goldcoastbulletin.com.au/html5/reader/get_clipping.aspx?edid=59b3b469-687d-4b2b-8faf-a6db008bd195&pnum=30&timestamp=20240109073640850
https://todayspaper.goldcoastbulletin.com.au/html5/reader/get_clipping.aspx?edid=de0e57e3-0ce7-4ba0-8c87-e4c9a2a8af5b&pnum=12&timestamp=20240112030155455
https://todayspaper.goldcoastbulletin.com.au/html5/reader/get_clipping.aspx?edid=de0e57e3-0ce7-4ba0-8c87-e4c9a2a8af5b&pnum=12&timestamp=20240112030155455
https://todayspaper.goldcoastbulletin.com.au/html5/reader/get_clipping.aspx?edid=de0e57e3-0ce7-4ba0-8c87-e4c9a2a8af5b&pnum=12&timestamp=20240112030155455
https://todayspaper.goldcoastbulletin.com.au/html5/reader/get_clipping.aspx?edid=de0e57e3-0ce7-4ba0-8c87-e4c9a2a8af5b&pnum=12&timestamp=20240112030155455
https://todayspaper.goldcoastbulletin.com.au/html5/reader/get_clipping.aspx?edid=de0e57e3-0ce7-4ba0-8c87-e4c9a2a8af5b&pnum=12&timestamp=20240112030155455
https://todayspaper.goldcoastbulletin.com.au/html5/reader/get_clipping.aspx?edid=de0e57e3-0ce7-4ba0-8c87-e4c9a2a8af5b&pnum=12&timestamp=20240112030155455
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WE cannot live our present lives 
without dams. Agriculture – including 
livestock, sugar cane, and fruit and 
vegetables, etcetera – adds billions of 
dollars to the Queensland economy 
and relies on dependable water supply, 
often provided from dams. Also, cities, 
towns and industry all need water on 
tap, 12 months of the year.

However, I believe the Burdekin 
Dam has caused the Spanish mackerel 
fishery recruitment to fall by a 
substantial amount.

It is well known that larvae of Spanish 
mackerel are commonly associated 
with lagoonal areas before juveniles 
(less than 10cm long) move to estuary 
and foreshore nursery and feeding 
grounds, where they tend to remain 
for the first year of life. (See Jenkins et 
al. 1984,1985, Thorrold 1993.)

Therefore, for this time of their life, 
they are part of Queensland’s inshore 
marine ecosystem.

It is also well known that, in the 
coastal fisheries of Queensland, 
sediment and nutrients do not reach 
phytoplankton and the base layers of 
marine food-webs through the mixing 
of ocean currents, but are carried 
from land into the ocean by rivers, 
particularly rivers in flood. (See MRAG, 
2014.)

In normal flows, sediment and 
nutrient load in rivers is relatively low 
but that load soars when heavy rain 
scours the hinterland.

The pulse of nutrients delivered by 
swollen rivers to the sea is the lifeblood 
of Queensland’s inshore marine 
ecosystems.

Main spawning ground

The main Spanish mackerel spawning 
ground in Queensland is the reefs east 
of Lucinda, with the nursery at Bowling 
Green Bay.

The juveniles must have food, that 
food comes from flooding, and the 

more the flooding the more juveniles 
live to become recruits into the fishery.

The Burdekin Dam was completed 
in 1988 and figures show that, from 
1992 to 2017 the flooding downstream 
from the dam is less than half of what it 
was before the dam was constructed.

This lack of flooding also has major 
detrimental effects on sand deposition 
on Cape Bowling Green.

Across the coastal plain, boundaries 
between the Lower Burdekin, 
Haughton and Baratta sub-basins 
are largely arbitrary. (See the Lower 
Burdekin Catchment Story.) The area 
is almost completely inundated during 
the flood events and some parts are 
very frequently connected.

The Great Barrier Reef Marine Park 
Authority describes the Haughton 
basin as a low-profile, flood-plain-
dominated basin.

Historically, over-banked floods from 
the Burdekin River once contributed 

to peak flow events within floodplain 
distributary creek systems that supply 
wetlands within the Haughton basin and 
recharged ground water. Levee banks 
and weirs built for flood protection 
purposes now prevent these overland 
flows, except during one-in-20-year 
flood events.

At the first working group meeting, 
the Queensland Fisheries Longterm 
Monitoring Program (which began 
about the year 2000) produced a graph 
showing the better recruitment years. 
The better recruitment years when the 
juveniles spawned were 1997, 2007, 
2012 and 2018.

Recruitment occurs each year; 
however, what counts is the number of 
recruits that survive to join the biomass. 
This depends on the food availability, 
which depends on the flooding in the 
year following their spawning.

The 1997 juveniles had major 
flooding in 1998 from the Haughton 
River, the 2007 juveniles had record 
flooding in 2008, again from the 
Haughton River, the 2012 juveniles had 
flooding in the Haughton River in 2013 
from ex-tropical cyclone Oswald and, 
most recently, the 2018 juveniles had 
major flooding in 2019 again from the 
Haughton River (at the same time as 
Townsville was flooded).

In these good recruitment years, the 
floods all occurred before the end of 
February, which I think is an important 
time for getting the flood-related 
nutrients to the juveniles.

These floods are all listed on the 
Bureau of Meteorology website. 
There were major floods in the years 
prior to both intense cyclones (Larry 
and Yasi) but, as there was no better 
recruitment shown, I am presuming 
that these cyclones adversely affected 
the recruitment.

Cairns spawning grounds

Maps of prevailing surface currents 
in the Great Barrier Reef in monsoon 
season shows intrusions of cold ocean 
water in both the Lucinda and Cairns 
spawning grounds, which means food 
for the spawning biomasses.

The Cairns spawning grounds 
col lapsed in the 1990s.  Local 
fishermen’s thoughts were that, when 
the big tourist boats commenced 
running in the late 1970s – because 
of their speed and their engines and 
hull noise running overhead or near 
the spawning ground – the fish were 
not connecting with one another and 
scattered when they heard all the noise 
and felt the vibrations.

I also think these spawning grounds 
had a good percentage of their juveniles 
using the Cairns Inlet as their nursery 
and feeding grounds. This came to 
a sudden halt when sugar cane was 

attempted to be grown at East Trinity, 
as there was acid sulphate soil. From 
the mid-1970s to 2000, there was 
3,000 tonnes of sulphuric acid leaked 
into the Inlet each year.

The Cairns East Trinity was originally 
a natural estuarine floodplain, covered 
by mangroves and saIt-marsh. It was a 
nursery for many aquatic species and 
was home to many local and migratory 
seabirds. It turned into a disaster 
because of this acid sulphate soil. 
(See the East Trinity remediation case 
study.) One or both of these caused a 
significant reduction in the recruitment 
into the Spanish mackerel biomass, as 
the whole Cairns spawning ground was 
wiped out.

The environmental influences have 
their main bearing on recruitment. 
Increase in egg production will not 
help the situation unless there is food 
for the juveniles. I think the Cairns 
spawning grounds are gone for good.

The Burdekin situation does not 
look very good either. While we 
need flooding, and thus food for the 
juveniles, our Queensland Government 
has commenced raising the dam wall 
by another two metres. As of now, 
the recruitment depends mainly on the 
rainfall coming from the near vicinity 
for the flooding.

It appears to me that the following 
is a prime example of the east coast 
Spanish mackerel and the Burdekin 
River overbank flooding to the Bowling 
Green Bay estuary and foreshore 
nursery and feeding grounds.

Rivers the lifeblood

CSIRO has emphasized that rivers 

are the lifeblood of ecosystems and 
communities. They connect land, 
estuaries and the sea. But assessments 
of river developments often focus 
narrowly on local effects. They ignore 
the fact downstream estuaries and 
marine systems depend on freshwater 
flows.

Few studies have calculated the cost 
of upstream catchment developments 
to downstream estuarine and marine 
ecosystems and other fisheries.

An article by a number of aquatic 
scientists in The Conversation in 
November states: “We must avoid the 
mistakes made in southern Australia, 
where too much water has been taken 
out of the system for growing crops. 
That means carefully evaluating the 
design of dams or irrigation schemes, 
considering when, where and how 
much water should be taken-and the 
likely trade-offs.

“Flows from these rivers also 
sustain extensive mangrove forests and 
seagrass beds. Periodic floods boost 
the food supply for many prized marine 
fisheries, such as prawns, barramundi 
and mud crabs.

“We coupled CSIRO’s sophisticated 
river models with our specially tailored 
ecosystem models to represent how 
altering river flows may influence the 
downstream ecology and fishery yields.

“Our research shows freshwater 
flows to the sea are crucial for 
environmentally and economically 
important species. Any plan to dam 
or extract fresh water from Australia’s 
last wild rivers should account for 
these effects.”

ENVIRONMENT VIEWS

Queensland east coast Spanish mackerel decline
In this article by NQ fisherman Tony Vass, he argues Spanish mackerel fishermen should be compensated 
for the loss of catches caused by environmental issues impacting spawning and nursery grounds.

From the photo album: professional fishermen Alan Giddins with a nice mackerel in the mid 1990s and Al Moller-Nielsen with a good fish taken around 
2009. (Al is now 90 years old.)

The Burdekin River in full flood, overtopping the weir.
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As I have written before, the Spanish 
mackerel, for their first year, are 
part of Queensland’s inshore marine 
ecosystem. Therefore, they should 
be included alongside the prawns, 
barramundi and mud crabs for this 
first year of life – especially since 
this is when they are mainly effected 
by environmental changes, which 
markedly reduces the number of the 
recruits.

I would like the CSIRO research 
scientists to give their thoughts on the 
Burdekin Dam affecting the Spanish 
mackerel fishery.

I believe we should be following the 
lead of the jackass morwong fishery, 
where the fisheries downturn has been 
attributed to lack of recruitment caused 
by climate change and environmental 
factors. A $20 million permit-buyback 
scheme aims to help recovery of 
jackass morwong, redfish, john dory 
and silver trevally.

It is the first time the Australian 
Fisheries Management Authority has 
said it will conduct a buyout, because 
of climate change and environmental 
factors. which are preventing the 
recovery of some populations. (See an 
article in The Guardian newspaper by 
Lisa Cox.)

My thoughts are that the east 
coast Spanish mackerel fishery has 
an even better claim for a buyout, as 
the cause for the Cairns debacle was 
that loud, fast tourist boats frightened 
the fish away, and-or environmental 
destruction at East Trinity by a sugar 

company trying to make more money, 
and government departments (in 
hindsight) allowing it to happen.

In the case of the Burdekin Dam, 
the Queensland Government allowed 
it to be built, as it brought in billions 
of dollars to the Queensland coffers. 
However, it also devastated the 
Spanish mackerel fishery by causing 
environmental changes that largely 
reduced the amount of food, which 
therefore reduced the number of 
juveniles recruiting into the spawning 
biomass.

Quota units dropped from 1 
kilogram per quota unit down to 
0.28 kilogram per quota unit, and the 
commercial harvest from 300 tonnes 
to 165 tonnes per year.

Sure l y  the  f i shers  deserve 
remuneration, because the reason for 
these changes had nothing to do with 
them or with over-fishing!
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Fishing veterans 
active in Mackay
TWO of North Queensland’s veteran 
fishermen have been seen at work in 
the Mackay region.

C o l  M i t c h e l l  ( r i g h t )  w a s 
photographed by David Caracciolo 
reshaping a trawl net for Col’s trawler 
Balara 2.

David said Col, now in his 80s, has 
“probably fished everywhere from 
Sydney to Torres Strait”, and, after a 
lifetime travelling the east coast, now 
divides his time between Mackay and 
Bundaberg.

Fellow veteran Keith Payne, VC, 
Patron of the QSIA (below, left), has 
been out on the water beam-trawling 
and crabbing with fishermen Rob Taylor 
and Ron Brennan between Mackay and 
Proserpine.

David said that Keith, who was a net 
fisherman before and after his time with 
the Australian Army, remains disgusted 
by the treatment of net fishermen 
by the Queensland Government in 
implementation of the current gillnet 
bans.
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Note: The Lower Burdekin Catchment 
Story is a map journal available on 
the Queensland Department of 
Environment, Science & Innovation 
(DESI) website. Here is a link for those 
reading this article on the electronic 
version of Queensland Seafood: https://
wetlandinfo.des.qld.gov.au/wetlands/
ecology/processes-systems/water/
catchment-stories/transcript-lower-
burdekin.html

The East Trinity remediation case 
study is also on the DESI website. 
Here is a link: https://www.qld.gov.au/
environment/land/management/soil/
acid-sulfate/east-trinity

Seafood women 
can sharpen 
leadership skills
WOMEN, here is an exhilarating 
chance to boost your professional 
development and skills, either as an 
individual or as a workplace. This is 
the perfect opportunity to level up and 
reach new heights in your career.

The Turn the Tide Entrepreneurship 
and Leadership program is designed to 
guide participants through a process 
from issue identification to action. In 
small groups, seafood women identify 
issues impacting them, and together 
seek to resolve these and take action 
to create change in their communities, 
workplaces and industry.

T h e  p r o g r a m  a l s o  t r a i n s 
facilitators who lead each small 
group through workshops  to 

collectively develop practical and 
measurable act ions and tools . 
Participants will be inspired and guided 
by speakers, experts and influencers 
during the program, and will work with 
likeminded women who are driven to 
take action.

This six-month program is online but 
culminates in an in-person three-day 
experience in Canberra. The program 
is free to Women in Seafood Australasia 
(WISA) members (including travel and 
accommodation).

Applications close on March 15

Register at: Entrepreneurship 
and Leadership - Turn the Tide 
(wisaturnthetide.com.au)

Who is WISA?

Women in Seafood Australasia 
(WISA) is a network inclusive of those 
who support furthering the interests, 
positioning and opportunities for 
women in the seafood industry.

From women working on the boats, 
in farms and factories, post-harvest 
and processing, leading innovation or 
research, new ventures, management, 
or government and policy-making, 
WISA’s purpose is to champion 
an inclusive industry with diverse 
voices for a thriving seafood sector.  
WISA empowers, connects and is 
responsive to the needs of seafood 
women to reach their full potential. 
WISA’s  v i s ion i s  that  women 
are recognised as va lued and 
e q u a l  c o n t r i b u t o r s  t o  t h e 
Austra las ian seafood industry. 
WISA would love to grow our network 
in Queensland. Find out more about 
WISA today: https://womeninseafood.
org.au/

You are welcome to join the WISA 
It is easy to become a member, and 
memberships cost $66 annually. For 
more information, visit the WISA 
website.

Malinda Moreton 
Communications/Engagement Officer 

Women in Seafood Australasia

training
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IT’S been an odd sort of journey to date 
– more akin to a rollercoaster with its 
high ups, low downs, and stomach-
turning swings and roundabouts. 
But welcome to the world of fishing 
industry advocacy!

There is no doubt that the majority 
of us in these types of roles are not 
“in it for the money”. We do the job 
because of those highs. For me, those 
highs were working with the men and 
women of the fishing industry out 
on the water, shivering at two in the 
morning, with thermos in hand, waiting 
for the turn in the tide … The mozzies 
I could do without but the people 
made me smile.

There were wonderful times of 
comradery, of looking at challenges and 
working together to solve them, seeing 
real practical outcomes that made our 
industry better.

There were also those lows … 
unfulfilled promises, mounting delays, 
relationship-straining conflicts, and 
negative interactions where people 
in industry and government opted to 
criticise instead of collaborate.

But the highs far outweigh the 
lows: like that simple phone call from 
someone who agrees with the paths 
you’ve had to take and give their 
heartfelt thanks, something that makes 
all the difference against the lows that 
inevitably come. For, no matter how 
well-intended your efforts, you will 
always be criticised by some elements 
of the industry.

I’ve worked for the seafood industry 
in various roles since the late 1990s. 
From 1993 to 1998, I did the normal 
university stint – an environmental 
management diploma and degree (with 
a gig working as a Queensland National 
Parks officer in-between).

I had been working as a research 
ass istant  at  the Univers i ty  of 
Queensland on marine invertebrates 
when the Queensland Commercial 
Fishermen’s Organisat ion (now 
the Queensland Seafood Industry 
Association) offered me the role of the 
Inshore Fisheries Project Officer.

Ted Loveday, the CEO of the 
QCFO, was a force to be reckoned 
with and a hard taskmaster. He taught 

me that, although I may have the luxury 
of a regular pay-packet, that pay came 
from the pockets of hard-working men 
and women in the fishing industry who 
didn’t know if they had that money 
from one day to the next.

The characters in the Queensland 
fishing industry taught me so much, 
and I respected their passion and 
dedication to working the sea. Their 
passion and dedication rubbed off on 
us all. You just have to look at those 
who were my colleagues at QCFO to 
see where we all ended up. Prof. Daryl 
McPhee, Duncan Souter, Kylie Paulson 
(now Kylie Dunstan), Jayne Gallagher 
and myself all still devote ourselves to 
the industry.

After Ted left the QCFO, I was asked 
to join Queensland Fisheries to help 
improve their communication with the 
seafood industry by creating a regular 
quarterly magazine and assisting 
with the one-stop-shop for accessing 
fisheries services.

But I grew frustrated that I wasn’t 
making a difference and wasn’t working 
with the fishers anymore. I applied 
for and was successful in becoming 
a fisheries manager with Northern 
Territory (NT) Fisheries.

I took on many different roles at 
NT Fisheries – originally, employed as 
the Executive Officer for the Aquatic 
Resource Allocation Forum but 
later joining the Recreational Fishing 
Management Team. I learnt about 
this whole new world of recreational 
fishing in one of the most premium 
recreational fishing spots in Australia 
and valued my time in a new challenge. 
I eventually became the Fisheries 
Manager for Spanish Mackerel, 
Offshore Net & Line and the Aquarium 
Fisheries.

I had many fantastic opportunities in 
the Northern Territory and was even 
awarded a Fisheries Management Tour 
of Africa, where I studied the impact of 
commercial fisheries management on 
cultural fishing regimes.

But, eventually, I  again grew 
frustrated that, no matter how good 
your intentions as a fisheries manager, 
you still danced to the whim of a 
political system and the many layers of 
bureaucracy.

So many “Urgent” priorities that had 
you working late nights and weekends 
to only sit on a Minister’s desk for 
years, or finding that the briefing you 
sent up to the Minister’s office had 
no resemblance to what you had 
originally sent due to all the “edits” it 
received going up through your chain 
of command, or just simply the slow 
pace of positive change.

I jumped at the chance I was offered 
to become the CEO of the New South 
Wales industry body, The Professional 
Fishers Association (PFA) – only to be 
shocked to find that it was a body that 
had no support funding beyond direct 
membership fees (collected from the 
fishermen and cooperatives). I am still 
amazed to this day at the passion of 
these fishers to unite, fund and support 
their own industry body with little to 
no Government assistance.

The problem I faced was how 
to represent fishers with no stable 
income source, impacted through the 
fluctuations of membership discretion 
and whether they believe you’re 

ADVOCACY

A word from the trenches
Tricia Beatty reflects on 30 years, so far, working with fish, fishers 
and fisheries, including a decade representing industry as Executive 
Officer of The NSW Professional Fishers Association.

doing a good job. For some fishers, all 
they wanted me to do was to tell the 
Government to take a long walk off a 
short pier (but obviously with a few 
f-bombs thrown in there).

I was thrown immediately into a 
significant restructure of the NSW 
fishing industry, struggling to have 
meaningful dialogue with what felt like, 
at times, a policy-driven steam train. 
Trying to create the best results for the 
PFA members and greater industry out 
of what was a very difficult situation, 
what I learnt was that an industry 
united is an inspirational thing, but an 
industry mired with in-fighting sees 
the worst of itself. They were difficult 
times.

I was the CEO of the NSW 
Professional Fishers Association for 
over 10 years. I was asked to show 
leadership but at the same time I 
was often let down by those who 
demanded I step up. It is only recently, 
during a workshop that I attended, that 
it was finally acknowledged that many 
of us in the industry are suffering from 
Post Traumatic Stress – that we keep 
suffering recurrent distress and anxiety 
due to the traumatic events of the past, 
that we are unable to move on from 
the events of the past despite our best 
efforts.

Many of us in the Industry have 
experienced this.  We need to 
remember that being united in cause 
not only makes us stronger but means 
we are there for each other.

Lobby groups have tried to ban 
netting and trawling, tried to close 
down rivers and beaches, seismic 
surveys impact on stocks, Marine 
Park area closures, pollution and 
contaminants, ever-changing rules and 
regulations, and we even had shipping 

containers dumped in prime fishing 
grounds.

But the industry survives, is still 
there at the end of the day, still fishing 
and providing fresh seafood to the 
consumers of NSW.  I have seen a change 
in community attitudes, especially since 
the Global Pandemic, of people more 
greatly appreciating locally produced 
seafood and the fishers harvesting . 
We have held Blessings of the Fleet, 
Seafood Festivals, hosted TV fishing 
adventure shows and cooking shows 
all showcasing local seafood and the 
industry to the broader community.

They say the job of industry 
advocacy can be thankless – but the 
best times I have had are when people 
thank me and tell me how much I made 
a difference to their lives. I think that 
is why I was able to be in the role for 
over 10 years. You will always get those 
that criticise you despite trying your 
best, but it is the ones that defend and 
support you, the ones who care and lift 
themselves beyond the “self”, that get 
you through.

I’m now delighted to be heading 
into the new challenge of consultancy 
within this industry and I look 
forward to seeing where my skills and 
knowledge will take me. I leave the 
PFA in the capable hands of its board 
and membership as they move forward 
towards a united peak industry body.

I thank those who supported me – 
you are the foundation that help those 
of us that serve continue on. There 
will always be a little part of you in my 
heart!

Editor’s note: Tricia can be contacted 
at Fish Beatty Consultancy on 0461 474 
185 or email fishbeatty@outlook.comWorking in the fishing industry has its magic moments.

Tricia Beatty

Tricia’s role in the NT included managing the Spanish mackerel fishery.

mailto:fishbeatty@outlook.com
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RESEARCH NEWS Research underway to assist trawl fishers 
reduce the catch of protected species
By Matthew Campbell

A RESEARCH project is underway to 
help Queensland trawl fishers further 
reduce the catch of sea snakes, sharks 
and rays. Led by the Queensland 
Department of Agriculture & Fisheries, 
the project is supported by funding 
from the Australian Council of Prawn 
Fisheries, the Fisheries Research 
& Development Corporation and 
the Commonwealth Department 
of Climate Change, Energy, the 
Environment and Water.

Turtle excluder devices (TEDs) and 
bycatch reduction devices (BRDs) have 
been mandatory in the Queensland 
east coast trawl fishery since 2001 
but the current research is focussed 
on design improvements that could 
help further reduce any bycatch of sea 
snakes, sharks or rays.

The devices being trialled have 
shown success in previous trials. For 
example, the Tom’s Fisheye (pictured) 
has been used in the NPF and Torres 
Strait, reducing the number of sea 
snakes caught during sea trials. It also 
reduced finfish bycatch by 44 per cent 
compared with a prescribed device.

As part of this project, appropriate 
TEDs and BRDs will be offered to 

interested fishers to test at sea under 
permit. In the case of BRDs, fishers 
will be encouraged to test the device 
in various positions in the codend to 
determine where the BRD is best 
placed to maintain prawn catch rates 
while reducing bycatch and the catch 
of sea snakes.

After the trial period, an observer will 
board the vessel and record relevant 
data under commercial conditions to 
demonstrate the effectiveness of the 
device. During these observer-based 
trips, fishers will be compensated 
with $1,000 per night for having the 
observer on board.

This project will also provide funding 
for Queensland-based fishers and 
netmakers to develop and test TEDs 
and BRDs at sea under permit.

If you are interested in trialling or 
developing a device, please contact 
Matthew Campbell on (07) 3708 8329 
or matthew.campbell@daf.qld.gov.au.

Note: Matthew Campbell is Senior 
Fisheries Biologist in Agri-Science 
Queensland, part of the Department 
of Agriculture & Fisheries.

SPANISH mackerel are a highly sought-
after table fish targeted by commercial, 
recreational, charter and First Nations 
fishers.

T h e  F i s h e r i e s  Re s e a r c h  & 
Development Corporation (FRDC) 
is funding a research project (FRDC 
Project 2021-111) on the Queensland 
east coast Spanish mackerel fishery, 
led by researchers at the Queensland 
Department of Agriculture & Fisheries 
(QDAF).

This project a ims to better 
understand the biology of Spanish 
mackerel (Scomberomorus commerson)  
and improve future stock assessments.

This research is intended to optimise 
the long-term sustainable management 
of the fishery, increase fishers’ confi-
dence in fisheries management and im-
prove business certainty.It will:

1.	determine the feasibility of a genetic 
technique called close-kin-mark-
recapture for estimating the overall 
abundance of Queensland east coast 
Spanish mackerel;

2.	assess the extent of shark 
depredation (where sharks eat 
fishers’ catch) across the fishery 
through onboard observers and 
citizen-science data collection;

3.	determine survival rates of released 
fish through satellite-tagging;improve 
the resolution of fishing effort 
data used in stock assessments by 
analysing vessel tracking data; and

4.	investigate the influence of 
environmental factors on abundance 
and recruitment.

The project has made significant 
progress in its first 12 months. More 
than 3,200 Spanish mackerel genetic 
samples have been collected with 
help from commercial, charter and 
recreational fishers.

Shark depredation data have also 
been collected across 31 commercial 
and 36 recreational trips.

Twenty Spanish mackerel have been 
satellite-tagged off Mackay and Lucinda 
with help from game fishers, and work 
is well underway to identify fishing 
“effort signatures”.

The project has also identified some 
key environmental variables affecting 
Spanish mackerel  recruitment.
Researchers are seeking fishers’ 
assistance to collect more genetic 
samples and otoliths (ear bones used 
to age the fish) from Spanish mackerel 
frames. If you are interested in donating 
your frames to assist with sample 
collection, please call 0499 816 120.  
Left: A satellite tag fitted to a Spanish 
mackerel that is about to be released. 
Right: A QDAF researcher taking a 
genetic sample from a commercially 
caught Spanish mackerel.

Note: Jonathan Mitchell is a Fisheries 
Biologist in the Animal Science 
Sustainable Fisheries & Aquaculture 
team in the Queensland Government’s 
Department of Agriculture & Fisheries. 
For further information, email Jonathan.
Mitchell@daf.qld.gov.au

Good news about 
seagrass in 
Great Sandy MP
JAMES Cook University (JCU) has 
reported widespread regrowth of 
seagrass in the Great Sandy Marine 
Park.

In a media release in December, a 
JCU spokesperson said this widespread 
regrowth followed a “devastating” loss 
of seagrass caused by multiple floods in 
early 2022.

JCU Associate Professor Michael 
Rasheed said that researchers from 
JCU TropWATER, in collaboration 
with Queensland Department of 
Environment & Science and rangers 
from Queensland Parks & Wildlife 
Service (QPWS), had conducted 
surveys to monitor the loss and 
regrowth of seagrass meadows since 
the floods.

“The most recent results show 
widespread recovery of seagrass in 
many sections of the Marine Park,” he 
said.

“We have seen big increases in the 
deepwater seagrasses in the middle 
of Hervey Bay, as well as substantial 
expansion of intertidal seagrasses in the 
Great Sandy Strait that were devastated 
following the floods of 2022.

“This is a reassuring outcome but 
there is still uncertainty about seagrass 
meadows’ resilience and if it can sustain 
this recovery in the long-term.”

Senior Ranger Daniel Clifton said the 
Great Sandy Marine Park was a major 
hotspot for dugongs in Queensland, 
meaning the overall health of the 
marine ecosystem played a crucial 
role in sustaining populations of these 
threatened animals.

“The Great Sandy Marine Park’s 
seagrass meadows are a critical part of 
the marine ecosystem to support local 
sea turtle and dugong populations,” he 
said.

“By monitoring the abundance of 
seagrass across the park, we get a 
better picture of the health of the 
wider marine ecosystem in the area.”

The media release said that, while 
the recovery is promising, recent JCU 
TropWATER dugong surveys “reveal 
the initial loss of seagrass meadows 
took a significant toll on dugong 
populations in the region”.

Environment NEWS

Spanish mackerel research
by Jonathon Mitchell

FRDC project to  
map value of NT 
seafood industry
THE Northern Territory Seafood 
Council has commenced a research 
project it describes as “of significant 
importance to the NT”: mapping the 
economic and social contributions of 
the seafood industry.

The project is being funded by 
the Federal Government’s Fisheries 
Research & Development Corporation 
(FRDC) and involves well-known 
consultant Ewan Colquhoun from 
Ridge Partners.

An NT Seafood Council (NTSC) 
statement said this project will build 

on the work completed by NTSC and 
KPMG in FRDC Project 2021-034, 
which designed a survey for seafood 
businesses to collect valuable opera-
tional data.

“We will look to implement this 
survey in three case studies, as well 
as collect and analyse existing data 
relevant to the economic footprint of 
the NT seafood industry.

“The project’s primary aim is a 
whole-of-industry and sector analysis. 
By delving into the economic footprint 
across the industry, we aim to provide 
essential insights to better aid decision-
making at the business, fishery and 
industry level.

“We are delighted to be working 

Ewan Colquhoun, who is our key data 
collection and analysis point to help us 
pull together existing data to identify 
trends and opportunities.

“By combining Ewan’s work on 
existing data from government and 
public sources and the work of the 
three case studies that seeks to pull 
together business data and combine 
it with Ewan’s analysis – well, we are 
just super excited to see what will 
emerge.”

Further information:  https: / /
www.ntsc.com.au/content/mapping-
economic-contributions?fbclid=Iw
AR3NFmwfJZBKOoRHioOGwCC
pTys-ZUVM7hWdo2U4DW_gn_
WM7ym3pQhGOlI

https://www.ntsc.com.au/content/mapping-economic-contributions?fbclid=IwAR3NFmwfJZBKOoRHioOGwCCpTys-ZUVM7hWdo2U4DW_gn_WM7ym3pQhGOlI
https://www.ntsc.com.au/content/mapping-economic-contributions?fbclid=IwAR3NFmwfJZBKOoRHioOGwCCpTys-ZUVM7hWdo2U4DW_gn_WM7ym3pQhGOlI
https://www.ntsc.com.au/content/mapping-economic-contributions?fbclid=IwAR3NFmwfJZBKOoRHioOGwCCpTys-ZUVM7hWdo2U4DW_gn_WM7ym3pQhGOlI
https://www.ntsc.com.au/content/mapping-economic-contributions?fbclid=IwAR3NFmwfJZBKOoRHioOGwCCpTys-ZUVM7hWdo2U4DW_gn_WM7ym3pQhGOlI
https://www.ntsc.com.au/content/mapping-economic-contributions?fbclid=IwAR3NFmwfJZBKOoRHioOGwCCpTys-ZUVM7hWdo2U4DW_gn_WM7ym3pQhGOlI
https://www.ntsc.com.au/content/mapping-economic-contributions?fbclid=IwAR3NFmwfJZBKOoRHioOGwCCpTys-ZUVM7hWdo2U4DW_gn_WM7ym3pQhGOlI
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BY facilitating open communication 
and access to valuable information, the 
FRDC extension officer network strives 
to help fishers navigate the complexities 
of commercial fishing activity during an 
increasingly challenging and dynamic 
period in the seafood sector.

Steve Eayrs is FRDC’s Queensland 
Extension Officer. As an ex-commercial 
fisher, academic and researcher, 
Steve emphasises the extension 
officer network’s role in fostering 
collaboration among stakeholders 
to address challenges and share 
knowledge.

“Our core mission is to raise 
awareness, connect the dots, and drive 
change to resolve issues,” he said.

As an example, Steve and several 
other Extension Officers hosted a series 
of tailored trawl industry workshops 
last year in several Queensland ports, 
designed to help fishers make more 

informed decisions and adapt to the 
ever-evolving Queensland trawling 
landscape.

“The workshops were held in Cairns, 
Townsville, Urangan and Mooloolaba,” 
Steve said.

“ They  prov ided  a  va luab le 
opportunity for fishers to hear about 
the latest developments in fishery 
management, sustainability initiatives, 
safety regulations, and several current 
and new FRDC-funded projects of 
relevance.”

In each port, Steve worked closely 
with local fishers to tailor workshop 
topics to address their specific needs 
and interests.

“For instance, fishers in Mooloolaba 
were keen to understand the latest 
Australian Maritime Safety Authority 
(AMSA) safety law changes and engage 
with AMSA staff on a range of issues, 

while fishers in Urangan sought insights 
into changes affecting the scallop 
fishery,” Steve said.

The  workshops  fea tured  a 
diverse range of speakers, including 
representat ives  f rom industry 
associations, government agencies and 
research institutions.

“We were grateful to all speakers 
who gave up their time to present 
at these workshops, including those 
from the Queensland Department 
of Agriculture & Fisheries (QDAF), 
who provided fishers with a direct 
channel to address concerns and 
seek clarification on various matters 
affecting the management of their 
fishery,” Steve said.

“In total, over 50 fishers attended 
the workshops with a combined 
experience of approximately 2,500 
years.”

Steve said the positive reception 
of the workshops underscored the 
importance of engaging with fishers at 
the local level.

“By tailoring our approach to each 
port’s specific needs, we hope to foster 
a more collaborative and informed 
fishing community and help ensure 
their long-term resilience and viability.”

Steve’s commitment to bridging the 
gap between research and practice 
extends beyond industry workshops. 

FISHERIES RESEARCH

FRDC’s extension officer network 
looking to bridge the gap between 
research and real-world impact
The Fisheries Research & Development Corporation (FRDC) extension 
officer network was established in 2022 to play a pivotal role in bridging 
knowledge gaps between researchers and fishers, as Dempsey Ward 
explains.

He regularly interacts with fishers 
through field visits, industry events or 
a chat over the phone.

“One of my roles is to listen to 
fishers’ concerns, understand their 
challenges, and connect them with 
the resources they need to continue 
fishing.

“This may also include connecting 
fishers with researchers who can 
turn their concerns into a research 
question, for possible submission to 
our Research Advisory Committee 
(RAC) and funding. Or it may include 
connecting fishers with researchers 
already engaged in a project of 
relevance to their fishery.”

Steve recently helped a media 
company interview and film several 
fishers in Queensland with the aim 
of producing several short videos to 
be viewed by the public, highlighting 
their innovation and achievements in 
the fishery and putting a “face” to the 
fishing industry. (This is funded FRDC 
Project number 2022-209.)

 “All fishers generously gave up their 
time to contribute to this initiative, and 
it was wonderful hearing how they 
have developed their fishing businesses 
over the years, their innovations and 
passion for their work, and their 
desire to deliver healthy and nutritious 
seafood to Queenslanders.”

Several videos related to this 
initiative are expected to be released in 
coming months.

Note :  Dempsey  Ward i s  a 
Communications Officer with the 
Fisheries Research & Development 
Corporation.

An FRDC trawl workshop at the Cairns Cruising Yacht Club.

QSIA CEO David Bobbermen (left) talking with commercial fisher Neil Mogensen at an FRDC trawl 
workshop about challenges facing the trawl sector.

FRDC Queensland Extension Officer Steve Eayrs with Renae Tobin from Tobin Fish Tales in 
Townsville.

NT’s Aboriginal 
Sea Company. 
training fishers
THE NT’s Aboriginal Sea Company 
(ASC) is conducting training to help 
upskill Indigenous fishers.

A recent statement from ASC said 
they had been teaching skills in hand-
making gill nets for wild barramundi 
fisheries.

“These nets will help sustainably 
harvest barramundi, ensuring both 
environmental responsibility and 
delicious fresh seafood for all,” ASC 
said.

“It was also a great opportunity 
to sharpen their net making skills 
in preparation for teaching remote 

Aborig inal  Community Licence 
holders.”

The A SC i s  a l so  prov id ing 
training in the mud crab fishery. 
“Aboriginal Sea Company own 11 
commercial mud crab l icenses, 
expanding our reach in sustainable 
seafood. 

“With the acquisition of Bevwoods 
Crabbing, we’re catching, processing 
and shipping the finest mud crabs 
throughout the NT and across 
Australia.

ASC said “Fresh food and community 
pride are two of the many benefits that 
come with the opportunity to expand 
fishing activities in our remote, coastal 
Aboriginal communities.

“Jointly funded by the Cooperative 
Research Centre for Developing 
Northern Australia (CRCDNA)  and 

NT Fisheries, our Fishing Mentor 
Program provides Aboriginal people 
with the skills required to take steps 
towards utilising an Aboriginal Coastal 
Licence.

“Aboriginal Coastal Licences are 
a good tool for Aboriginal people 
wanting to undertake fishing operations 
on Country and provide a pathway to 
long-term economic independence 
within their communities.

“It’s our goal to have Aboriginal 
people upskilled, ready to work 
and either running their own full 
commercial fishing operations or 
employed through ASC to fish our 
licences.

Further information:  https: / /
www.linkedin.com/posts/aboriginal-
sea-company_pride-on-country-
fresh-food-and-community-activity-
7136150173990232064-RPyK

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/aboriginal-sea-company_pride-on-country-fresh-food-and-community-activity-7136150173990232064-RPyK
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/aboriginal-sea-company_pride-on-country-fresh-food-and-community-activity-7136150173990232064-RPyK
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/aboriginal-sea-company_pride-on-country-fresh-food-and-community-activity-7136150173990232064-RPyK
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/aboriginal-sea-company_pride-on-country-fresh-food-and-community-activity-7136150173990232064-RPyK
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/aboriginal-sea-company_pride-on-country-fresh-food-and-community-activity-7136150173990232064-RPyK
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LITERATURE

Ron Boswell launches book 
of recollections
Ron Boswell served in the Senate from 1983 till 2014 and has recalled 
some of the events of those turbulent years in State and federal politics 
in a new book – including a few events in the fishing industry.

FORMER Senator Ron Boswell has 
written a book of recollections – or 
maybe equally a book of revelation 
– with the title of Ron Boswell: Not 
pretty, but pretty effective. The title is 
taken from a campaign slogan for one 
of the many elections to the Senate he 
won in Queensland (on that occasion 
narrowly defeating Pauline Hanson and 
One Nation for the last Senate spot 
here in the 2001 election).

And he certainly was effective.

Bozzie left school at 14 and went 
on to become the Father of the Aus-
tralian Senate. As the book blurb says, 
“Ron Boswell tells politics like it is and 
how one person really can make a dif-
ference.

“No nonsense, no frills, this is Aus-
tralian politics at its rugged best. This 
book makes you a fly on the wall to 
some of the biggest political issues over 
the past forty years. From ‘Joh for PM’ 
to fighting the extremists and the car-
bon wars, he gives a firsthand account 
of key events.

“Whether it’s magic cufflinks, grass 
turf wars, taxi fares, banana pests, po-
litical prawns, or superyacht flower 
bills, you are bound to find something 
interesting and inspiring.”

One of his stories in the book is about 
his role in the sale of the Queensland 
Fish Board back in the 1980s.

“The Queensland Government re-
placed the old Queensland Fish Board 
at South Brisbane with a magnificent 
structure at Murarrie with the latest 
refrigeration equipment and wharves,” 
he writes.

“The facility was to receive all fish 
harvested in Queensland waters. The 
Fish Board owned buildings in every 
major coastal town with a fishing fleet 
in prime positions on rivers and ports. 
Reserves were often attached for the 
fishermen to string their nets out, re-
pair them and maintain their boats. 
These properties were worth millions.

“The Fish Board had been haemor-
rhaging money for years and was used 
by fishermen as a last resort to un-
load unwanted fish. Quality fish, such 
as coral trout and red emperor, could 
be sold anywhere on the black, while 
others were hard to sell and so were 
dumped at the Fish Board. The State 
bureaucracy decided it would be best 
to sell the Fish Board.

“By this time, I had been adopted by 
the fishing fraternity. I received a depu-
tation at my house in Wynnum, a Bris-
bane bayside suburb that was home to 
a small fishing fleet. Their livelihoods 
depended on the Fish Board, which 
they didn’t want removed.

“The matter of the sale then came 
up in the National Party’s powerful 
State management committee. No-
one else had ties with the fishermen 
and so I was told to approach then-
Premier Joh Bjelke-Petersen in his of-
fice with the party’s position that it was 
unwise to sell the Fish Board.

“So, I went to see Joh and he told 
me that the Fish Board was being used 
as a dumping ground for fish that there 
was no market for. I explained to Joh 
that you can’t sell assets which have 
been paid for by fishing industry levies 
for more than a hundred years. But Joh 
maintained the line that the fishermen 

were selling their valuable product to 
the traders and restaurants while the 
government Fish Board got nothing 
profitable to sell.

“I stood my ground. The temper-
ature in the room was going up and 
Joh was losing it. He said, ‘You can go 
and tell the fishermen they can have 
all the Fish Board premises we own. 
We’ll hand it over to them. They can 
have it for free. But I’m not going to 
spend another penny on being a dump-
ing ground for fish that has no market. 
Tell them to start their own coopera-
tive and they can sell their own fish!’

“It was a huge gift to the fishing in-
dustry. All that prime property up and 
down the coast. The fishermen had 
the opportunity to form coopera-
tives to run their own marketing facil-
ities. Many of them did and started off 
well, though in the end quite a number 
failed. Cooperatives always want good 
prices for the producer while running a 
business that wanted good dividends, 
creating a disconnect.

“The Premier had offered millions 
of dollars of river and seaside property 
for nothing. He always backed farmers 
and primary industry producers. He 
believed in the National Party way of 
letting growers or producers run their 
own industry.

“The fishing industry was happy to 
get the opportunity to run their own 
retail outfits. This shut the opposition 
down to selling the Fish Board from my 
local fishermen. The industry had the 
offer; it was up to them if they wanted 
to take advantage of it.

“The large Fish Board on the Bris-
bane River was to be sold and the fish-
ermen were leaning towards support-
ing George Raptis who purchased the 
Fish Board with the commitment to 
run a fish auction every day. He kept 
his word and was able to deal with the 
fishing industry.”

Townsville moorings

And then there’s the story of trawl-
er moorings in Townsville: “On a visit 

to Townsville, I contacted their fishing 
fleet, as I usually checked in with the lo-
cal industry on my travels. They were 
having problems. 

“They had nowhere to unload or re-
fuel and were therefore doing it in the 
main harbour. This upset the Harbour-
master, who told them that no trawlers 
were to use the harbour for unloading, 
loading or refuelling. 

“They explained to me that they had 
nowhere else to go. They asked me to 
see if I could do anything to help them. 
I rang the Premier and told him of the 
actions of the Harbourmaster. He told 
me to tell the Harbourmaster to allow 
the boats to use the harbour facilities. 
Which I did. 

“I rang him and told him that the 
Premier wanted the fishing industry 
to be accommodated. He told me he 
was the Harbourmaster and he would 
decide who had access to the facilities 
and it wasn’t the Townsville fishing fleet 
and to tell Joh exactly that.

“I rang the Premier and repeated 
what the Harbourmaster had told me. 
Joh said, ‘He’s right. He is the Harbour-
master and he will be until next Tues-
day, when Cabinet meets.’

“The Cabinet duly met and passed a 
minute to the effect that the position of 
Harbourmaster of Townsville was de-
clared vacant and authority was given 
for an advertisement for a new Har-

bourmaster to be placed in the Towns-
ville Bulletin. 

“Sometime later, a marina for the 
fishing fleet was built on the creek ad-
joining the harbour, complete with fu-
elling and loading facilities and a retail 
outlet. Joh opened it and I was invited 
to the official ceremony. It was some-
thing else I had been able to achieve for 
an industry dominated by family fisher-
men.”

Value of prawns

Ron Boswell has always recognised 
the value of prawns and other seafood 
in winning friends and influencing peo-
ple. For example, prawns helped him 
win pre-selection for his very first Sen-
ate election in 1983.

“It was a fine July day in 1983 at the 
Queensland Nationals’ conference at 
Caloundra on the Sunshine Coast, a 
few months before the Senate prese-
lection.

“I’d invited the boatbuilders organ-
isation – who had a disagreement with 
the State Government for using an im-
ported boat for the police – to turn up 
with their boats and show their wares 
at the Caloundra conference.

“Having the boats moored near the 
conference was a great novelty for Na-
tional Party delegates. Most were from 
the bush and didn’t have much of an as-
sociation with the sea or boats. One 
of the boats was a fishing trawler and 
we’d stocked it with prawns, wine and 

Throughout his 32-year political career, Ron proved the point that one person really can make a 
difference.

beer, and invited everyone down, all 
the 200 or so pre-selectors to have a 
drink on the boat. 

“Not all the boats arrived unscathed. 
One hit the bottom going over the bar 
and one gentleman had a heart attack, 
but no-one let that stop the party. The 
boatbuilders were determined to show 
up the police boat bought from China, 
because it was a dud and never made it 
as far as the water. A dodgy importer 
was reputedly involved.

“I got Russ Hinze and Joh down 
there to see the boats we could build 
locally. I heard one of the Party dele-
gates say, ‘I wasn’t going to vote for him 
but if he can organise three boats to 
come in, one full of prawns, and get all 
the delegates down to the boats, then 
he has a good capacity for organising 
and he’s got my vote’.

“It was a good omen and I’ve found 
prawns a great icebreaker over the 
years, leading to the annual Christmas 
seafood bash which I put on for the 
press gallery every year in Canberra.”

Book launch

Ron launched the book in December 
at an event with a large, appreciative 
audience of fellow past and present 
politicians from the State and federal 
spheres, former staff members, lead-
ers from a wide range of industries – 
including fishing industry reps – friends 
and family.

It was reminiscent of the dinner 
held in Brisbane in 2013 to mark Ron’s 
then 30 years in Parliament – a sold-
out event attended by 600 people from 
across Australia and across industries 
of all sorts and sizes.

It was especially attended by ethnic 
and religious minority group represen-
tatives and by representatives of small 
industries – like taxi drivers, post office 
franchisees, banana growers and both 
professional and recreational fishers – 
because Ron always stood up for the 
little guy.

As Ron says: “Australians consider-
ing a Parliamentary career should have 
confidence that a lot is achievable by 
standing up. Yes, it’s easy to go with 
the flow in Canberra. It’s a lot hard-
er to put your head above the parapet 
and maybe get shot at. If you’re not se-
duced by the ‘leave everything to the 
market’ and ‘governments should keep 
out of everything’ brigade, you can 
make a real difference.”

Ron’s book is a great read, all 320 
pages. You can order a copy online for 
$39.95. Go to: https://www.connor-
courtpublishing.com.au/A big crowd of Parliamentary colleagues, former staff and family members gathered in Brisbane for the launch of Ron Boswell’s book.

https://www.connorcourtpublishing.com.au/
https://www.connorcourtpublishing.com.au/
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THE Murphy family are running 
two distinctly different businesses at 
Urangan but demand is continuing to 
grow in both operations.

The Australian Ocean King Prawn 
Company owns a fleet of 10 trawlers 
and manages an eleventh, all running 
north from Urangan to fish deep waters 
off Central Queensland. The company 
has been operating for 35 years.

At the same time, Murphy Ship 
:Lifts is in its tenth year of operation, 
with its 300-tonne-capacity ship lift 
and multiple sheds kept busy servicing 
and refitting the Company vessels and 
a wide range of professional fishing, 
tourism-related and recreational 
vessels from throughout the east coast.

Murphy Ship Lifts manager Therese 
Murphy said recently that growing 
demand from local and visiting vessel 
owners had seen the business triple its 

undercover work space, and further 
expansion and upgrades were planned.

Murphy Ship Lifts Pty Ltd purchased 
the Urangan Harbour site in June 2014, 
and concrete the entire area, installed 
the 300-tonne travel lift (shipped from 
the Netherlands in 2016) and built a 
shed 55 metres long, 23 metres wide 
and 19 metres high. Since then, two 
more similar-sized sheds have been 
built.

“That’s as many as the site can take,” 
Therese said. “We would build more if 
there was enough space because they 
are so popular.

“Owners who haven’t sand-blasted 
their vessels before or used an 
enclosed shed are always impressed by 
how it makes painting and anti-fouling 
so much easier.

“Anyone who has just been used to 

sanding down their vessels in the old 
style, once they use sand-blasting, they 
are convinced. It is so much easier and 
more efficient, no-one would want to 
go back to doing it any other way.

“And in a big shed, you’re working 
under shelter and in the shade, so you 
can keep working on your boat all day, 
come sun, rain or hail.”

When Therese was speaking in mid-
February, the sheds were fully booked 
through till the end of April, with strong 
bookings for the remainder of the year 
as well.

BOATS AND GEAR

Murphy operations continuing to grow
The Murphy family operations based at Hervey Bay are continuing to 
grow, with demand strong for both their eastern king prawns and their 
refit services

Therese said, in the Australian Ocean 
King Prawn Company operations, they 
were looking to maintain and expand 
markets, in part through third-party 
accreditation.

T h e  c o m p a n y  h a d  c h o s e n 
Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) 
accreditation and, while controversial 
in the wider Queensland trawl industry, 
it was necessary for their business.

“We certainly need accreditation 
to trade into supermarkets, with 
wholesalers like Bidfood and PFD, plus 
the two big supermarkets themselves, 
Coles and Woolies, all looking for third-
party accreditation.

“It was a long, slow road. We started 
at the beginning of 2020 and it took 
till June 2023 to get the accreditation. 
Our practices stayed the same but it 
was a matter of establishing that those 
practices are sustainable.

“It also involved in our case putting 
cameras on our boats, and there was a 
lot of cost involved, especially in having 
the footage viewed and verified, but 
that’s done and it will make a difference 
in our marketing.”

Therese said the company is selling 
prawns south into Brisbane, Sydney 
and Melbourne – as well as Adelaide 
and Perth when prices make the freight 
costs worthwhile – and is always 
looking overseas to expand their 
existing export customer base.

“We had a good catching year 
but the cost of fishing is always a big 
factor. And the cost-of-living problem 
is a worldwide phenomenon now, so 
prices everywhere have softened.

“Prices were very high in 2022, the 
highest we’ve ever seen, though that 
was never going to last and prices 
now have settled back, but that’s been 
balanced out by good quantities of 
catches.

“Fluctuating prices are always an 
issue in fishing and it’s hard to predict. 
Covid was at its worst in 2020-21 but 
that has been one of our best sales 
years. You would never have expected 
that.”

Therese said the next move would 
be to value-add, for example marketing 
in branded packs rather than be a 
generic supplier of prawns.

“We are the only third-party 
accredited source of eastern king 
prawn in the world.  We want to get 
that message out in export markets 
too.”The port of Urangan is home to a busy fishing fleet.

Therese Murphy

Lady Theresa is one of 10 trawlers owned by the Australian Ocean King Prawn Company.

The 300-tonne-capacity travel lift.

Fifty-metre-long sheds allow refits to be conducted out of the weather.
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THE GULL

NX cutback
FOR what may be the first time in 
the whole process of shredding the 
east coast gillnet fishery, Fisheries 
Queensland has welcomed feedback 
from fishermen – and used it to reduce 
the number of NX licences from the 
promised 40 down to just 30!

A Fisheries Queensland (FQ) 
spokesperson told ABC Radio’s “The 
Country Hour” on February 26 that 
– because of concerns from some 
fishermen that too many licences might 
be squeezed into too small an area – 
FQ had made the decision to cut the 
number of NX licences.

Of course, what’s not so often talked 
about in this whole brouhaha is that not 
only have the number of former N2/
N4 licences been drastically reduced 
but also the areas open to fishing have 
been drastically reduced as well.

In fact, the areas where fishers are 

allowed to work for the next three 
years have been so drastically reduced 
that – whereas up until November 1 last 
year the open areas could comfortably 
accommodate at least 100 operators 
all working sustainably – now, because 
of the areas shut to fishing by Fisheries 
Queensland, FQ has judged that only 
30 per cent as many fishers can work 
sustainably.

And I wonder, in three years’ time, 
when the many millions of dollars to be 
spent in research funding between now 
and then produce alternative fishing 
techniques that can be used beyond 
30 June 2027, will these areas be re-
opened to the commercial taking of 
fish or will they remain forever closed?

To hear “Country Hour” reports 
on this issue from February 26 and 
27, go to: https://www.abc.net.au/
listen/programs/qld-country-hour/
queensland-country-hour/103493596

Park pressure
LAST year, major seafood operators 
were angered by Federal Environment 
Minister Tanya Plibersek’s shock 
decision to triple the size of the 
marine park round the sub-Antarctic 
Macquarie Island.

At the time, industry spokespeople 
described it as “an ocean-grab funded 
by international activists with no basis 
in science, designed to tarnish the 
sustainably-managed toothfish fishery”.

“(These fishing) operations are 
classed as sustainable by the Australian 
Government and independent third-
parties,” they said. “But this has poor 
optics for the businesses and their 
international trade, and means the 
clock is ticking for further reduced 
access in the future.”

What worried people in the industry 
was that the marine park expansion 
– done without any consultation with 
fishing operators – would inevitably 
lead to calls from environmental 
activists to shut the expanded area to 
fishing.

And, now, sure enough …

On ABC Radio National in January, 
David Booth, Professor of Marine 
Ecology at University of Technology 
Sydney (UTS), talked about marine 
parks and how the area closed to fishing 
is often too small, and used Macquarie 
Island as an example.

He said the expanded marine park 
covers a large swathe of sea “but the 
park is a bit over a quarter of the fishing 
zone there and the marine park area 

where you can’t take anything is really 
only about a tenth, so it’s great, but it’s 
not enough in my opinion”.

He said sanctuaries, zones where 
nothing can be taken, “they are the 
goal, they’re the things we strive for”.

If you want to listen to the discussion 
(it runs for about 25 minutes), go 
to: https://www.abc.net.au/listen/
programs/lifematters/is-fishing-
destroying-our-most-precious-marine-
environments/103194720

Feds butt out  
of NT barra
DESPITE the famous abundance of 
barra in the Northern Territory, the 
Amateur Fishermen’s Association 
(AFANT) still wants commercial net 
fishing banned.

The AFANT CEO was reported 
by the ABC as suggesting the Federal 
Government should step in and help – 
“the way it’s done in Queensland”.

When approached by the ABC, 
E n v i r o n m e n t  M i n i s t e r  Ta n y a 
Plibersek’s advisors didn’t seem keen. 
“Fishing licences and regulations are 
a matter for the Northern Territory 
Government,” the ABC reported an 
advisor as saying.

Yep, same as Queensland, I reckon. 
Ms Plibersek promised UNESCO that 
gillnets would be phased out by the 
middle of 2027. What happened on 
December 31 last year is down to the 
Queensland Government: get rid of 
most of the nets, close big areas to 
fishing and hide behind UNESCO. Am 
I too cynical?

PM loves salmon
AFTER federal Environment Minister 
Tanya Plibersek seemed to suggest late 
last year she might shut down salmon-
farming in Tasmania’s Macquarie 
Harbour because of possible impacts 
on a local species of skate, PM Anthony 
Albanese flew south in mid-January to 
reassure salmon industry workers and 
their families (who comprise thousands 
of voters down there) that he’s a fan of 
the fish and the people who produce it.

The trip was arranged by a Tassie-
based federal Member of the House 
of Representatives (MHR) who could 
see a real problem getting re-elected 
if the shutdown happened. It’s a shame 
we don’t have a Labor MHR north of 
Ipswich who could bring the PM to 
North Queensland to meet net fishers.

https://www.abc.net.au/listen/programs/qld-country-hour/queensland-country-hour/103493596
https://www.abc.net.au/listen/programs/qld-country-hour/queensland-country-hour/103493596
https://www.abc.net.au/listen/programs/qld-country-hour/queensland-country-hour/103493596
https://kor01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.abc.net.au%2Flisten%2Fprograms%2Flifematters%2Fis-fishing-destroying-our-most-precious-marine-environments%2F103194720&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cb8e8fc29393242233f9b08dc375dcc00%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638446123222397492%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YIyGsWwkIUkX4j%2FkXuvjro2w3ixkbG%2Fq3QZIfMII%2BJs%3D&reserved=0
https://kor01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.abc.net.au%2Flisten%2Fprograms%2Flifematters%2Fis-fishing-destroying-our-most-precious-marine-environments%2F103194720&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cb8e8fc29393242233f9b08dc375dcc00%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638446123222397492%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YIyGsWwkIUkX4j%2FkXuvjro2w3ixkbG%2Fq3QZIfMII%2BJs%3D&reserved=0
https://kor01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.abc.net.au%2Flisten%2Fprograms%2Flifematters%2Fis-fishing-destroying-our-most-precious-marine-environments%2F103194720&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cb8e8fc29393242233f9b08dc375dcc00%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638446123222397492%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YIyGsWwkIUkX4j%2FkXuvjro2w3ixkbG%2Fq3QZIfMII%2BJs%3D&reserved=0
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